The Life Story of Past Master
George Shaw 1822 – 1896

showed himself to be a hard working and
competent plumber who was determined to
improve his position within the plumbing trade
with the help of his employer.

The Main Promoter of the Registration of
Plumbers in 1886

In 1844, Joseph Taylor, became Master of the
Plumbers’ Company, this would be the first of
five occasions that he would reach this exalted
position.
Whilst working for Master Plumber Joseph
Taylor, George met Lydia Taylor, the daughter of
Charles and Elizabeth Taylor and on 22nd June
1848, George married Lydia, in St John’s Church,
Hackney. At the time of their marriage they lived
in the London Fields area of Hackney.

By John Carnaby
The year is 1822 when George Shaw was born in
Dalkeith, Scotland; he was the son of John Shaw,
a Brewer and Margaret Stenhouse Shaw.
George grew up in the Dalkeith area and was
educated at a school in nearby Easthouses. On
completion of his school education he began a
plumbing apprenticeship with a Master Plumber,
Mr Robert Thompson, who had a plumbers and
brassfounders business that was situated just off
the High Street in Dalkeith. He employed a
number of other plumbers.
On completion of his apprenticeship George, just
18 years old decided in 1840 to make his way
down to London to seek better employment with a
London plumbing firm.

When George and his wife were expecting their
first child, George moved to 63 Nicholas Street,
New North Road, Hoxton, where in June 1849,
their first child was born, Margaret Lydia Shaw
and later baptised in St John The Baptist church,
Shoreditch.
In October 1850, Joseph Taylor, George’s
employer, became Master of the Plumbers’
Company for the second time.
It was at this time that George and his wife
moved once again a very short distance down
Nicholas Street to No 87. This was a slightly
larger house as Lydia was now expecting their
second child. George John Shaw was duly born
on 14 April 1851 and also baptised in St John
The Baptist church, Shoreditch.

On arriving and searching around London he
finally found employment with a plumbing
company owned by Mr Joseph Taylor, in
Eastcheap, in the City of London. Joseph Taylor
at that time was a liveryman of the Worshipful
Company of Plumbers, entering by redemption in
1833, and was very highly respected in the City
and by the Plumbers’ Company.
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In 1842, George’s employer, Joseph Taylor, was
now expanding his business and needed larger
premises and bought the plumbing offices and
workshops from Mr Samuel Poynder of 10
Clements Lane, Lombard Street, Eastcheap.
The Poynder family had been trading there from
the late 1700s and had been Past Masters of the
Plumbers’ Company.
After assisting his employer Joseph Taylor into
his new premises in Clements Lane, George

On 30th June 1851 George Shaw was admitted
into the Worshipful Company of Plumbers, on the
proposal of his employer Joseph Taylor by
redemption, in the sum of £3.00, followed by the
minutes recording, “George Shaw of 87 Nicholas
Street, New North Road in the County of
Middlesex. The said George Shaw is on paying
the usual fine of £10.0s.0d and fees admitted to
the Livery or Clothing of this Company.”
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It was at the September Court Meeting in 1851
that a fortunate turn of events took place for
George, that would change the rest of his life.

June that year he handed a list of 19 persons to the
Court of Plumbers’ Company.
Following the list of plumbers that George Shaw
named, in September that year the Clerk, John
Beckwith Towse, agreed to take legal proceeding
against the 19 persons. Mrs Betsy Thomson, who
was one of them and when asked to state her case
said, “that the Plumbing work carried on by her is
merely nominal and praying to be excused on
account of poverty.” The Clerk disregarded this
and agreed to take legal proceedings against them
all.

Not only had he recently become a Liveryman of
the Plumbers’ Company his employer Joseph
Taylor, was again elected to be Master.
At this Court Meeting it was recorded that the
Company’s Beadle had recently died in August
and an urgent replacement was required. Whether
it was to do with the Master Joseph Taylor putting
George Shaw’s name forward for the Beadle’s
position we do not know, but George was duly
elected to the position of Beadle to the Plumbers
Company.

Then in 1852 the well-known topographical artist
Thomas Hosmer Shepherd painted the original
watercolour of Plumbers' Hall. This wonderful
picture shows the actual home where George and
Lydia lived and later, three of their children would
be born there. This would be the first time that a
Beadle and his wife had children born while living
in Plumbers’ Hall.

The Court’s Renter Warden then directed that the
Beadles apartments, in Plumbers Hall, 12 Bush
Lane were to be put “into a proper state of
cleanliness” for George Shaw and his family to
take up occupation.
The Beadles duties at that time were not only to
look after the Hall in Bush Lane but also to collect
the quarterage from the Court and the Livery and
keep his eyes open for those trading “illegally”
(not free of the Company) as plumbers in the City
of London.
Also he should always be present and oversee the
making and sealing of solder. That was to ensure
that the purity and correct proportions of lead and
tin were used, i.e. two parts lead and one part tin.
After being correctly cast it would then have the
mark of Plumbers Company on each bar of solder.
For all the above George would receive an annual
salary of £30.0.0.
In 1851 George’s employer’s address was
recorded at being at 10 Clements Lane, Lombard
Street, trading as a Plumber and Painter and
employing some 20 men.
In 1852 George was instructed by the Court to
make a list of plumbers trading in the City of
London who were not free of the Company and in

Plumbers’ Hall, 12 Bush Lane, in 1852.
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George Shaw, while still working for Joseph
Taylor, was again elected to the position of Beadle
to the Plumbers’ Company in 1853.

Seals be used unless in the presence the said
Master, Wardens or one of them or a Past Master
who shall notify to the next Court that solder has
been sealed at the premises of :-“Mr. ---------- and
that a Royalty or fine of 10/-d. per ton be paid to
the Company by the maker.”

Lydia once again was “expecting” and this time
the child would actually be born while they were
living in Plumbers’ Hall, Bush Lane.
Florence Ellen Mary Shaw was born on 29
August 1853 and baptised in All Hallows the
Great and Less in October. Sadly Florence died in
December that year.
Plumbers’ Hall was now getting quite full with
George and Lydia’s family and was further
increased on 2 December 1854 by the birth of a
daughter, Cecilia Marion Shaw.

It was normal at that time for solder to be assayed
and stamped by the Plumbers' Company, to define
the value, not only as a safeguard against fraud,
but as a convenience and advantage to traders
tendering to do plumbing work, and to persons
ordering it.
It is interesting to note exactly how much solder
was being made and stamped by George’s
employer.
Below are the amounts of solder that Joseph
Taylor produced.
Date
Cwt Qrs
Ib
Oct 24th
1859
51
3
26
Jan 12th
1860
62
1
17
Jan 31st
1860
87
1
12
April 25th
1860
56
0
22
July 27th
1860
80
0
13
Aug 9th
1860
36
3
25
Sept 14th
1860
79
3
15

th

nd

In January 1856 a disagreement arose between the
Beadle, George Shaw, who was now aged 34 and
his employer Joseph Taylor relating to the making
and sealing of solder that he was responsible for
overseeing. “Mr Taylor having informed the
Court that the Beadle, George Shaw had stated to
him on the 3rd day of November last, in the
presence of five of his workmen, that he the
Beadle was not going to make inferior solder as
he had hitherto done by his Mr Taylors directions,
and that on his (Mr Taylor) remonstrating with
him, the Beadle on the subject - he the Beadle said
that the Master had told him to be on his guard. It
is moved by Mr Nesham (a Past Master) and
seconded by Mr Piper (a Past Master) that the
above charges and all matters related thereto be
referred to the Master and the wardens to enquire
fully into and report specially to the Court thereon and carried unanimously”.

At that time the price of lead was fixed at 26/- per
cwt and solder fixed at 10d. per pound.
Due to this upset within the Company and his
employer, George decided it was time to leave his
employment with Joseph Taylor and look towards
starting his own plumbing business in the City.
On searching for premises he read in a local
newspaper that a small warehouse in Upper
Thames Street, just at the bottom of Bush Lane
was available to be let and in a very short time he
set up his own Builder, Decorator, Plumber and
Lead Merchant workshop at 146 Upper Thames
Street, but continued with his position as Beadle
and live in Plumbers’ Hall, Bush Lane.

Although nothing conclusive resulted from this
disagreement, it was agreed, at the same meeting,
“that one clear week’s notice for making solder
be given to the Beadle George Shaw and the
Beadle to give immediate notice to all members of
the Court” also “that the Seals be kept by the
Master and that under no circumstances shall the
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Just 4 months later in April 1856, it’s not
surprising that George Shaw’s previous
disagreements regarding the overseeing and
sealing of solder was now taken very seriously by
the Court and “that a box for the safe custody of
the Seals for sealing solder be provided and kept
at the Hall. That the box have three different
locks. The keys being held by the Master, First
Warden and the Beadle with duplicates with the
Clerk and Renter Warden.”
Later it was determined that “The Beadle shall not
on no account be absent while the metal is in a
liquid state after the assay has been taken.” and
“the person for whom the solder is sealed shall
pay the Beadle 10/6d for his each day’s
attendance at making and sealing solder and
provide him with the usual refreshments during
the day.” and further “The solder shall be sealed
in the presence of the Master and Wardens of one
of them.”

myself is concerned will in no way mediate
against the position which I now hold in business
but will prove honourable as well as beneficial to
me to retain therefore I hope to have the honour
to offer myself on 21st of September next for reelection to the office of Beadle trusting the way in
which I have hitherto performed my duties will
secure your kindness in re-electing me to that
office which I am still very desirous to fill for
years to come to your satisfaction and the benefit
of the Company
I remain Gentlemen
Your very humble servant
George Shaw.
By 1857 the Shaw family had grown again with
Alice Jessie Shaw being born. Alice would be the
“last child to born in Plumbers’ Hall, Bush Lane.”
Plumbers Hall had now become a real family
home for George, his wife Lydia and their 4
children.

Towards the end of 1856, George Shaw was
asked by the Plumbers' Company to attend a Court
Meeting, where it was suggested that as he now
had his own business, it might be more dignified
to his position to resign as beadle.

On the 25 April 1857, due to pressure of his
expanding plumbing work and that of being the
Beadle, George decided it was time to resign his
position as Beadle and look for a new
house/premises in the City that was large enough
to house both his family and his business.
th

George Shaw replying by letter on 29 December
1856, wrote …
Gentlemen
Referring to the communication made to me on
my re-election to the office of Beadle to the
Company for the present year I beg leave to
acquaint you most respectfully that having the
interest of the Company deeply at heart as well as
my own character and advancement in the world,
I have not only given the subject my best
consideration but have conferred with several of
my friends and made enquiries as to parties
similarly situated as myself and from the
information and advice obtained and received, I
have come to the conclusion that the continuance
of my connection with the Company as far as
th

The following letter was written to the Court of
the Plumbers’ Company…
Gentlemen
Since I had the pleasure of addressing you on 29th
December last, my business having increased, and
daily increasing with matters pressing with matter
requiring my undivided attention, I find it will be
impossible to attend efficiently to the duties of the
office, I have now the honour to hold and those of
my other interest and believing the interest of my
family will be materially benefited by my devoting
my whole time and attention to the latter, I beg
respectfully to solicit you to accept my resignation
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of the Beadleship to your Company as I will not
again offer myself for re-election.
In tendering my resignation I assure you I do so
with some feeling of pain separately as it will that
link of connection which has existed between us
for a period of 6 years - it only remains for me to
thank you gratefully, not only collectively but
individually for the numerous kindness and
favours which I have experienced - and to express
a sincere hope that the Company may continue to
prosper.
I am Gentlemen
Your very obedient servant
George Shaw.
Later “It was ordered by the Court that G Shaw’s
resignation of the Beadleship be accepted”.

Street, a new Beadle for the Worshipful Company
of Plumbers’ was now required. Within a short
time a Mr Wimperis aged 50 was admitted into
the freedom of the Company and applied for the
position as Beadle. During his interview, he
stated that he was previously a foreman plumber
working for Mr George Shaw out of 9 King
Edward Street in the City of London; the
Company duly installed him as Beadle.
In 1859 another son was born in January at 9 King
Edward Street, Frederick Charles Stenhouse
Shaw.
The Court of the Plumbers’ Company in 1859
nominated Liveryman George Shaw, to serve the
office of Steward on Lord Mayor’s day and in
October that year George became a member of the
Royal Naval Freemasonry Lodge No 70. Another
plumbing colleague of his, the well-known
George Jennings, was also a member.

George now urgently needed to find suitable
premises for his family and business.
It had come to his notice that a property was
available at 9 King Edward Street, off Newgate
Street, near St Paul’s Cathedral, that was large
enough for both his family and his business.
This property had previously been occupied over
the previous 100 years by a number of other
plumbers in business and was in the City of
London Ward of Farringdon Within.
George then made all the necessary arrangements
to move his wife, family and furniture out of
Plumbers Hall and also transfer his Plumber,
Painter, Glazier and House Decorator business
from Upper Thames Street as soon as possible to 9
King Edward Street.

In July 1861, yet another son was born to George
and Lydia, Henry Aylwin Shaw. He was baptised
in September that year in Christchurch, Newgate.
George, now aged 39 was now well established in
his new home and office at 9 King Edward Street,
in the City of London, living there with his wife
Lydia aged 38 and their children, Margaret aged
11, George aged 9, Cecilia aged 6, Alice aged 4,
Frederick aged 2, and Henry Aylwin Shaw a baby,
along with a housemaid, a nursemaid and a house
servant.

On 21 September 1857, George wrote to the
Company asking, as he is about to leave Plumbers
Hall “whether he was to leave or remove fixtures
which he had put up in the house for his own
convenience” the Beadle was asked “to render a
schedule of them and the amount he required for
them.”
As George had now resigned as Beadle and
moved out of Plumbers Hall to 9 King Edward

George at this time was also employing some 15
men working in and around the City of London
area on plumbing and building projects and with
his work increasing required additional help to run
the business. He contacted his brother James
Stenhouse Shaw in Scotland and asked him if he
would like to come down to London and act as his
Manager and Clerk.

st
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Also in 1861, on the recommendation of the City
Lands Committee, Mr Joseph Taylor, the City
Plumber of Clements-Lane was appointed their
City Painter.

Newgate. Their family now comprised of 4 boys
and 3 girls.
At a Farringdon Within meeting in November
1864, George Shaw, spoke out strongly about the
impure quality, deficient quantity and high price
of gas supplied by the City in the area. Then
speaking from his own knowledge, he said
“having given some attention to the question, he
could state that at Dorset, Brixton and other
places, the supply of gas was carried out in a far
more satisfactorily manner than in the City of
London.” These comments were to be referred
back to the City o London Special Gas Committee
for them to consider and report back.

In 1862 the Plumbers’ Company received letter
regarding the compulsory purchase of Plumbers’
Hall in Bush Lane. The Court appointed “The
Clerk and a competent person to be employed to
assist in arriving at the amount of value of the
premises.” It was in December that year that the
very last Court meeting was held in Plumbers’
Hall, Bush Lane as it was about to be demolished
to make way for Cannon Street Station. All of
their furniture was removed from the Hall to
Warden Dent’s premises, i.e. Dent and Hellyer,
Newcastle Street, Strand and the 2 stained glass
windows with the Plumbers Arms were removed
to Warden Brighton’s offices in Tooley Street,
Southwark.

In the summer of 1864 their son, George John
Shaw, aged 12, became a pupil at the City of
London School that was close by in Milk Street.

Then in 1863, as previously requested by George,
his brother James Stenhouse Shaw duly arrived in
London from Scotland, aged just 24 and began to
work as his Clerk and Manager.
It was in the same year that George had his first
position in City of London and was appointed a
Guardian of the Poor.

City of London School, Milk Street
In February that year the finances of the
Plumbers’ Company must have been rather low,
as Past Master Joseph Taylor lent £300-00 to the
Company “to defray certain necessary immediate
expenses” in the sale of Plumbers' Hall. Later in
June, Joseph was again asked to loan a further
£300-00 to assist with costs in relation to the sale
of the Hall. The Company repaid this £600-00 in
full to Joseph in September that year, with an
added interest of £4-10-5p. This was at the time
when Joseph Taylor took his son into partnership
and moved from Clements Lane to Eastcheap.
In 1865 Mr Digby Seymour, QC, MP, received
the Honorary Freedom of the Company. He

George’s brother James, being newcomer to
London must have been most surprised in April
1864 to see shops and other premises hanging
many flags and signs outside their buildings then
later followed by great crowds of people gathering
around the top of King Edward Street and
Newgate Street, to watch the carriages carrying
General Garibaldi, the Italian General and his
companions on their way to the Guildhall to
receive the Freedom of the City of London.
In July 1864 the Shaw’s last child, Frank
Buchanan Neilson Shaw, was born at 9 King
Edward Street and was baptised in Christ Church,
6

would later become a Liveryman and also the first
Member of Parliament to join the Company.
George Shaw then took his son George John Shaw
aged 16 as an apprentice plumber.
In October 1867, James Stenhouse Shaw, who
was George’s Manager and Clerk, married Miss
Alice Collier in Old St Pancras Church and moved
into No 9 King Edward Street with George and his
large family.
It may be of interest to know that in May that
year, would be the last time a man would be
Publicly Hanged at Newgate in the City. This was
for causing an explosion and blasting a sixty-foot
hole in the prison wall, killing 12 people and
injuring many others.

had two children. The Shaw families and their
servants now amounted to 14 and it was then
George decided that the King Edward Street house
and offices was too small for the two Shaw
families and he needed a separate home for his
own family.
On looking for a property, whether it was by
chance or not, he came across a house just north
of London that had a name with Scottish
connections i.e. “Whithern, in Galloway.”
George duly purchased this large house and
grounds with stables, that was called Whit-Hern
House, Churchgate, Cheshunt, Hertfordshire, a 17
century house with additions with grounds that
bordered on the side of the New River that was
built in the 1600’s by Sir Hugh Myddelton to
bring clean water to London.
(The house was demolished in 1958 and the
grounds today are known as Whit Hern Park)
His Brother was now left to look after the King
Edward Street house, office and warehouse.

1868 was a notable year for George, when at the
age of 46, was voted in as Common Councilman
for Farringdon Within Ward. George thanked the
Wardmote for the honour bestowed on him and
hoped that their confidence had not been
misplaced. He would hold this position for the
rest of his life and would later help him to
promote plumbing and sanitation to a higher level
in the City of London.

th

Besides his Plumbing and Builder business,
George’s involvement with the City of London
and the Plumbers Company was growing at a very
fast rate. Not only had he now become Chairman
of the Improvements Committee in the City, but
was also serving on the Gas and Water
Committee, the Coal, Corn and Finance
Committee and the Law, Parliamentary and City
Courts Committee.
Prior to him moving into their new family home in
Cheshunt, in 1871 George and his wife Lydia took
all their family on holiday to Southend-on-Sea,
including his servants. They all stayed on Marine
Parade, Southend on Sea and had a lovely holiday.

George Shaw, Common Councillor, City of
London.
Within a few years of his Brothers marriage,
James Stenhouse Shaw and his wife Alice now
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year, once a quarter or once a month? Do you
suppose they were founded for the purpose of
dealing out little sums of money to certain
applicants and then having it recorded of them
how much good they had done? Nothing of the
kind . . . These companies were founded for
developing the crafts, trades or 'mysteries' as they
were called.”

Marine Parade, Southend-on-Sea
George’s Brother James at this time now had
more space for his family to live in at No 9 King
Edward Street. James who was now aged 30 and
his wife Alice aged 24, were all very comfortable
with their two children and a domestic servant.
The later half of 1871 was a sad time for George,
firstly in July, George Wimperis the Beadle for
the Plumbers’ Company died, he was previously
George Shaw’s foreman Plumber and then in
December George’s first employer Joseph Taylor,
who had been Master of the Plumbers Company
on 5 occasions, also died. Although Joseph and
George had had a number of disagreements they
still remained good friends.
In 1872 George was elected Chairman of the City
of London’s Improvements Committee and then
in 1875 he was elected onto the Court of the
Plumbers Company and promised to do his best to
promote good plumbing practice.

On the 17 of August 1876, George’s eldest
daughter Margaret Lydia Shaw of Whit Hern
married William James Tasman, a Solicitor, in
Cheshunt, Hertfordshire. They firstly lived in
Lewisham, London, and then in 1887 both
Margaret and William immigrated to Ohio in the
USA.
th

In the same year during a speech at Greenwich by
William Gladstone (Prime Minister on 4
occasions), he spoke strongly about the lack of
scientific and technical education and what the
Livery Companies in the City of London should
be doing….
“What was the object for which those companies
were founded? Do you suppose they were
founded for the purpose of having dinners once a

George attended a Special meeting, convened at
27 Martins Lane in the City of London in 1876
with the Plumbers Company to discuss…“whether
the ancient powers of this Company for the
government of the Trade or Mistery of Plumbery
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can be beneficially revived for the public at
large.” It was resolved that “each member of the
committee should privately draft out his views and
suggestions thereon and the committee stand
adjourned until such drafts are ready to be taken
into consideration”. Nothing positive really came
out from this meeting or later meetings until 1878.

London the apprenticeship system may be said to
have fallen into desuetude, and instead of which
labourers who, after having attended for two or
three years on a plumber, get to know what they
think enough of the trade, and just enough to
impose upon those who know less. This class of
labourers get employment by many builders to do
work beyond their capacity, hence the many
complaints of bad plumbers’ work not only in
houses run up by speculative builders, but also
those of a much better class, and unless something
be done to check this the public health will drift
into a very bad state. The real question being,
how is this state of things to be altered or
modified? We confess that the difficulties appear,
if not insurmountable, such as require the most
careful consideration and we therefore suggest
that the subject may be referred back to us for
further consideration. All of which we
respectfully submit to the consideration of the
court, this 24th day of May 1876.
(Signed) George Shaw
Phillip Wilkinson
William Dent

In the same year the Court discussed that
“A proper badge to be the property of the
Company be provided at an expense not to exceed
25 guineas” this resolution was passed.
The Master and George Shaw were to make
enquiries and report back. George Shaw then
produced a design that was unanimously approved
by Court and was duly purchased, “to be worn at
all State, Court and Livery dinners”.
A Special Committee of the Plumbers Company
held at the City Terminus was arranged,
“To inquire into and report to the court thereon
how far technical education can be promoted
among the workmen of the trade and to ascertain
the mode or modes by which it can be best
attained,”
The committee reported inter alia as follows:
“Our opinion is that any attempt on the part of the
Company to interfere with the workmen’s
societies or clubs will fail. No inducement which
can be offered them will influence them to alter
their rules, and unless these rules are altered we
fear the Company’s efforts will be of very little use
and that the next thing to be considered is what is
to be done in support of the apprenticeship
system; that which at present exists is a system not
only detrimental to the trade but inasmuch as
good plumbers’ work in any building, whether
public or private, is most essential to the comfort
and health of the occupants, and indeed ultimately
touches the question of public health, we are of
opinion that it is desirable that an effort should be
made to secure as far as possible a supply of
properly trained workmen. For years past in

George Shaw became Renter Warden in October
1876 and was also serving on a number of City of
London Committees, namely….The Special
Bridge and Subways Committee, the Committee
for Letting City Lands, the Committee of
Commissioners of Sewers and the Prince of Wales
Reception Committee.
As Renter Warden George Shaw arranged a form
of Freedom Certificate to be sent to all Freeman
that was approved by the Court.
Also as Renter Warden George Shaw gave an
eloquent vote of thanks to the late Master. Mr W
D Seymour Q.C.
“That the best thanks of this Court are eminently
due to William Digby Seymour esquire, one of her
Majesty’s Counsel, Recorder of Newcastle on
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Tyne and Doctor of Laws, for the important
services he has rendered to the Plumbers
Company in his two years service of the office of
the Worshipful Master. His attentive care, his
emphalic eloquence, his dignified demeanour and
withall and his genial courtesy, have caused the
whole of the proceedings of his mastership,
whether of serious business or of a more social
character to be at once to be an advantage to the
Company and a pleasure to its members, and this
Court gratefully recording its high appreciation
thereof, sincerely trusts he may be long spared to
assist as their colleague in confining the work he
has so well performed as their Master.”
The above was to be “written on vellum and
presented to the late Master.”

On 12th July 1878 George received the sad news
that his second son Frederick Charles Stenhouse
Shaw, of Whit Hern, Cheshunt, who was just
19yrs old had died while on holiday at Southendon-Sea.
This sad news was received just a couple of
months before George would become the
Plumbers’ Company very first “Scottish” Master.
Also in 1878, George Shaw of King Edward
Street was the nominated contractor for the work
regarding the alterations and fittings to support a
new peal of bells that were to be installed in St
Paul’s Cathedral, under the superintendence of Mr
F C Penrose, the Cathedral Architect. The 12 new
bells would weigh 11 ½ tons in total. The largest
bell the “tenor” weighing 3 tons 3 cwt was a gift
of the Corporation of London. The bell cage
frame was made out of a mixture of teak and oak
and strong enough support this heavy weight.
When complete, many thousands of people stood
outside the Cathedral to hear the first peal of bells
that was rung on the evening of 1 November.
Messrs, Taylor of Loughborough, cast the bells.

An interesting snippet to mention while George
was Chairman of the City Lands Committee in
1878, he says.. “ It has come to my attention that
there are disgraceful scenes said to be going on in
Bunhill Fields Burial Ground, Bunhill-Row.
Everything must be done to stop this happening.”
What these “goings on” were was not disclosed!
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In 1878 an historic and educational event took
place, namely the formation of the City and
Guilds of London Institute and at a Court meeting
in May that year discussions were held,
“To ascertain the best means of increasing the
usefulness of the Company, regarding education
and training” and consider a suggestion by
George Shaw “ to contribute a sum of money
towards a formation of a Guild for Technical
Education”.
In the same year George Shaw decided to move
his builder, decorator, plumber & lead merchant
business across the road to No 20 King Edward
Street, the business still being occupied and run by
his Brother James Stenhouse Shaw.

St Paul’s Bells
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“That the said Trade may not be scandalised, or
the Commonalty Damaged and Deceived by Folk
who do not know their Trade”
Ordinances of the Plumbers, 38 Edward 111.,
A.D. 1365.
The letter regarding “Revived Guild Action” that
was presented to the Court concludes by saying...
“Doubtless, other plans and other considerations
maybe suggested equally worthy of your attention.
My sole objective and motive in submitting these
suggestions to the court is, by making some
modifications of our long existing arrangements
and practice, to bring the operations of our
company as far as may be into harmony with the
greatly altered circumstances of the time. The
Plumbers’ Company of London is the only
organised body of the kind in the Kingdom and
limited as are now our powers and sphere of
action, it is desirable that we should do our best in
offering an example that may not be lost upon the
trade at large. In this season of sanitary
legislation, and of advancing such a knowledge in
all branches of trade, the Plumbers’ Company of
London may reasonably be looked to as setting an
example, with the twofold object of meeting the
progressive requirements of the public, in regard
to health and comfort of the household and at the
same time, and as a necessary conomitant, of
promoting a supply of efficient and trustworthy
craftsmen, which is likewise again for our own
trade.
I am, gentlemen
Your obedience servant
George Shaw
King Edward Street, October 1878”

St Paul’s Bells
During his time as Master, George Shaw in 1878,
he became Chairman of the Finance and
Improvements Committee in the City and brought
forward a motion that was agreed upon to spend
£300,000 for financially supporting the
completion of the Inner Circle Railway and the
widening of Eastcheap and Tower-Street.
He also distinguished himself in the City of
London establishing improvements with regarding
the City street hydrants to be installed in the City,
for fire extinguishing and street cleaning purposes.
As the Company could not find a way of
“government of the Plumbing Trade,” in 1876
George Shaw immediately set about writing and
publishing, at his own expense, a pamphlet
entitled “Revived Guild Action” that gave his
“Suggestions to the Wardens and Court of the
Plumbers’ Company” he also presented copies of
it to every member of the Company and to other
Livery Companies, the Press and many
professional and influential persons interested in
sanitary matters.
REVIVED GUILD ACTION
suggestions to
Wardens and Court of The Plumbers' Company.
By George Shaw

Had it not been for this expensive demonstration
of his time and strength of his conviction, the
Registration of Plumbers would certainly not have
taken place in 1886. The Court unanimously
approved this pamphlet. That mentions…
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“The public, having no practical knowledge of the
subject, used to be at the mercy of any man who
chose to call himself a plumber, and the
consequences were in many cases disastrous, and
in some fatal. The evil of bad plumbing is all the
more insidious, and the effect not the less real or
the less terrible, because it is not immediately
apparent.”

suggestions therein made for enlarging the sphere
of usefulness of the Plumbers Company and
thereby adding to its importance and influence,
the Court present to the Master its best and
cordial thanks”.
At a later meeting at Guildhall discussions were
held by the Court to “carry into effect suggestions
contained in “Revived Guild Action.”
“The committee after and exhaustive enquiry
presented their recommendations, which are
embodied in the following resolution”.
Resolution No 1. That any workman
belonging to the trade who produces evidence of
having been for 15 years in good and approved
employment as a Plumber and having done his
work to the satisfaction of his employer and who
furnishes vouchers of good personal character
shall be eligible for admission, free of expenses, to
the freedom of this ancient Guild of Plumber with
privileges and benefits thereto belonging.
Resolution No 2. That any workman
belonging to the trade who shall produce a
certificate of having worked for a person of at
least 10 years, as a Plumber under one approved
employer by whom he shall be recommended for
his skill, proficiency and good character, shall on
passing an examination by the Court of this
Company as to his knowledge of the principle and
of the art and mistery of Plumbing, especially as
applied to sanitary matters be entitled to a
diploma under the Company’s seal, testifying in
the language of their anoint Charter 38th Edw 3d
AD 1365 “That he knows how well and lawfully
to work and to do his work.”

On a motion of Mr Wilkingson in 1879 at a
Special General Court Meeting, at the Albion
Tavern, Aldersgate Street.
“That the attention of the Court be directed to the
pamphlet written by the Master, (George Shaw)
entitled “Revived Guild Action” being brought
before the Court, the Court having considered the
able pamphlet presented to them by the Master,
resolve that a committee consisting of the Master,
Mr Digby Seymour and Mr Wilkingson be
appointed to consider the best mode of giving
practical effect to the suggestions therein
contained and to report to the Court thereon”.
There follows, “That in recognition of the ability
and mastery of the subject displayed by the
Master in his pamphlet entitled “Revived Guild
Action “ and in acknowledgment of the valuable

Now on a much lighter note, it was interesting to
read that in November 1879, a Lord Mayors
Banquet was held in Guildhall. George Shaw
C.C. at that time was the Honorary Secretary of
the event. Some 240 people attended the Banquet
and it was recorded that
“Each person received four to six pounds in
weight of food and those who are arithmetically
12

“A piece of plate of double (£21.0.0d.) the value
ordinarily given to the outgoing Master be given
to George Shaw” in appreciation of “elevating the
importance of the Plumbers Company during the
period that he filled the office of Master in 1978
and 1979.”
This was presented at the October Court Meeting.

disposed can easily satisfy themselves as to the
gross bulk of the remains, which consisted of
fowls, tongues, game of all kinds, hams, joints of
butchers’ meat, sausages, pies, pate and all
manner of sweet pastry.”
The following day the poorer people in the City
were invited into Guildhall and given the food that
was left over after the Banquet, George Shaw
being the main distributer of the food. It was
often spoken of as the “crumbs which fall from a
rich man’s table.”

It is interesting to note that over the ten-year
period, 1870 to 1880, admissions to the freedom
of the Company were 31 by redemption, 5 by
patrimony, and 1 by servitude, and those who
were bound by apprenticeship to the Company
over that period was only 4.
1879/80 George Shaw was Chairman of the City
Lands Committee as Chief Commoner.
As the Chairman of the City Lands Committee he
presides as a trustee for the Citizens, and should
ensure that the common estate of the Citizens is
not wasted but preserved for the enjoyment of the
generations of the Commoners to come. By
reason of antiquity and the importance of its work,
the City Lands Committee has always been
considered the premier Committee of the
Corporation; it has charge of the Corporations
main assets and, through this control of the source
of revenue, it has always exercised a great
influence on the policy and activities of the
Corporation.

The day after the Lord Mayor’s Banquet
George Shaw was himself a keen student of the
Company’s history, and in particular seems to
have been impressed by the Ordinances of 1365,
still preserved in the Company’s records. Among
other things these enjoined that no one should
practice plumbing “if he be not free of the city;
and that, by the assent of the best and most skilled
men in the said trade, testifying that he knows how
well and lawfully to work.” Though such a notion
was quite out of keeping with the fundamental
conditions of modern industrial life, the idea
attracted some attention; and through the long
deliberations of the next few years the same basic
approach to the problem was maintained. The
Company approved Shaw’s plan in 1879 and after
various discussions and disagreements, the idea
was embodied in a scheme for the National
Registration of Plumbers.

He was later elected onto the “Deputation on
Technical Education,” these were members
appointed by the Common Council to serve on the
Board of Governors of Livery Companies for the
advancement of Technical Education, comprising
The Lord Mayor, five Alderman and 12 select
persons.
During 1880 George was serving on the City of
London “Library Committee” and was their
Chairman 1885/86. He also became one of “Her
Majesty’s Commission of Lieutenancy of the City
of London,” a position he would hold for life.

On 29 September 1879 it was unanimously
carried by the Court that….
th
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became their very first Plumbing examiner.
Phillip Magnus said later that, “George Shaw was
the first examiner appointed by the Institute to set
practical questions on Plumbing to those students
who might desire to have their proficiency in the
trade tested”.

The 1881 the census records the occupiers of Whit
Hern, Cheshunt are, George Shaw aged 59, a
Building Contractor, his wife Lydia Shaw aged
57, daughters Caroline Marion (Lil) aged 26 and
Alice Jessie aged 24, along with sons Henry
Aylwin, an Insurance Clerk aged 19 and Frank
Buchanan, an Architects apprentice, aged 16.
Also a Sister-in-Law, a Cook and a Housemaid.

In 1881 to 1885 George was serving on the City
of London “Select Water Committee”,
“Committee for General Purposes” and on the
Board of Governors for the “City and Guilds
Institute for the Advancement of Technical
Education Committee”.

Also in 1881 George’s Brother, James Stenhouse
Shaw now aged 41, was well established as
George Shaw’s Builders Manager/Clerk and still
at 20 King Edward Street, living there with his
Wife Alice and their three children.

A printed circular from the City of London Livery
Companies Commission was received in 1882
asking whether the Plumbers’ Company wish to
appoint a representative to give evidence before
that commission. George Shaw’s “Revived Guild
Action” was used as evidence; at that time the
Plumbers Company had 40 Liverymen.
Mr. George Shaw handed the Court the letter he
received from Mr. Phillip Magnus, the Secretary
of City & Guilds of London Institute.
It
concerned how plumbers could be recognised for
their ability, this was well received.
It was then that a young man, James Wright Clark,
who later became a well-known plumbing teacher
and writer, was the only candidate that succeeded
in obtaining first class honours at the City &
Guilds. It was resolved on a motion from Mr
George Shaw, Past Master of the Worshipful
Company of Plumbers’ that Mr. Clarke “having
passed in the first and second classes with
honours had qualified himself to receive the
Freedom of the Company.” In February 1883 he
was presented with his Freedom certificate of the
Worshipful Company of Plumbers’ in the
Guildhall Tavern in the City of London and later
1884, would become a Liveryman of the
Company.

The Livery of the Plumbers’ Company at this time
numbered 81 and the freeman of the Company
numbered 110, of which 37 were practical
plumbers. Only 2 practical plumbers were on the
Court.
Later in August of 1881, really sad news arrived
again. The death of yet another young son, Frank
Buchanan Neilson Shaw, aged just 17, an
Architects apprentice. George and Lydia had now
lost two very young sons in 3 years.
George’s other son, George John Shaw seems to
have drifted away somewhat from the City and his
Father’s plumbing business. He is shown on the
1881 Census as “John” Shaw, aged 30, a Plumber
and living with 3 other plumbers (Henry
Whittaker aged 60, Thomas Hessly or Hessey
aged 50 and Cornelius Donovan aged 19) in a
large lodging house at 21 Parker Street, in St Giles
in the Fields, London.
The Court unanimously elected George Shaw in
1881 to “be nominated the Company’s Governor”
at the City & Guilds of London Institute.
In that year George encouraged the City and
Guilds to set up an examination for Plumbers and
14

George Shaw again became Upper Warden for the
second time in October 1882 and during that year
became a Governor of St Bartholomew’s Hospital,
another position he would hold for the rest of his
life.
In February 1883, the City of London
“Commission of Sewers,” under the Presidency of
the Lord Mayor, unanimously elected George as
their Chairman.
The “Commissioners of Sewers” was a body that
watched over London's welfare for over 200
years, until in 1898, when it was absorbed by the
City Corporation. The Commissioners of Sewers
were first appointed after the great fire of London
and had, as their chief labour, the rebuilding of
London. The great plague in 1665 had taught
Londoners a terrible lesson; all men were in
favour of sanitary measures. And so the new
London was built with drains and some care as to
the means of sewage disposal. The
Commissioners of Sewers continued as they had
begun, and there is no reasonable doubt that a
great part of London’s present day reputation as a
very healthy city is due to their pioneer activities.

new street between Mincing Lane and Mark Lane,
above the new Inner Circle Railway. The
proposed 60 feet wide street is planned to run
from Cannon Street to Trinity Square.
Before the opening of the 1884 International
Health Exhibition at South Kensington, George
Shaw suggested and it was resolved that the
Plumbers’ Company will advise on “sanitary
arrangements of the conveniences in and about
the building” and have “arranged with firms to
provide such conveniences” and will “contribute
by way of medals and certificates to those firms
whose conveniences prove best. The Company
appointing jurors to award such prizes.”
In the same year George became Master for the
second time and in December, George Shaw was
“nominated to represent the Company at the
meeting of the members of the Guilds” to confirm
on the forthcoming “International Health
Exhibition.” The Company agreed to donate a
sum of £100 to the International Health
Exhibition.
The Master (George Shaw) acquainted the Court
of the “Meeting of Gentlemen interested in Art
and Trade of Plumbing, held at Guildhall on
Friday 26th September to consider the desirability
of action being taken by which the status of trade
might be advanced and the interest of the public
protector from the evil arising from bad work and
bad workmen. And it was arranged that a
plumbers congress should be held at the
“International Health Exhibition” previous to it
being closed (which would take place at the end of
the May 1884) for the purpose of discussing and
considering, not as plumbers only but as members
of the public, the broadest issues of the matter
from the public and scientific as well as the trade
point of view all which being considered.” The
Court was very pleased with George Shaw’s
statement and was “fully disposed to make the
necessary steps in the matter.

On September 23 1882, George’s daughter,
Cecilia Marion (Lil) Shaw married Mr Dr Sidney
Skerman in Palmeston, North Menawatu, New
Zealand. It is very interesting to note that Sidney
was born in 1855 and grew up in the Waltham
Abbey area, very close to Whit Hern, where the
Shaw family lived. They both later decided to go
to New Zealand and stayed there for the rest of
their lives.
Sidney was later the Surgeon General at
Castlecliff, Wanganui and for 8 years the Mayor
of Marton, New Zealand. In 1901 he was a
Surgeon-Major in the 6 NZ Division during the
2 Boer War in South Africa.
rd
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In May 1883 George, as Chairman of the
Commissioners of Sewers along with other
members opened the first completed section of the
15

“The first stone of these buildings, erected by the
Honourable the Commissioners of Sewers of the
City of London, under the Artisans’ and
Labourers Dwellings Improvement acts, and in
accordance with the plans approved by the
Secretary of State, was laid by George Shaw,
Esq., chairman, on the 23 day of January 1884
William Hayward M. I. C.E., F.R. I.B.A, architect.
These dwellings were in one of the poorest parts
on London and “a class that could not possibly
obtain such accommodation.” It was recorded
that the buildings when finished will comprise of
“521 rooms, or 241 tenements of one, two, and
three rooms respectively, and 20 shops,
accommodating altogether 937 persons.”

In December 1883 the first meeting took place at
The Society of Arts in London to discuss “The
Old London Street” that was to be built under
George Shaw’s direction at the International
Health Exhibition, showing a London street before
the fire of London in 1666 and would be built
under the supervision of Shaw. The architect for
this major project was Mr George Birch, and Mr
Thomas Williams was the main contractor for the
work, who later had no less than 300 workmen of
all trades and 3 foremen working on the
construction of the “Old London Street” that was
to be finished and ready for the grand opening by
the 8 May 1884.

rd
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On the 9 January 1884 George’s Brother and
business manager, James Stenhouse Shaw
received the freedom of the City of London and
later became a Liveryman of the Worshipful
Company of Painter Stainers’.

In the evening a celebration dinner was held in the
Guildhall Tavern, under the presidency of George
Shaw the Chairman, who said,
“It was the wish of the Commissioners that the
new Artisans’ and Labourers Dwellings should be
occupied by the class of persons for whom they
were really intended, and the commissioners had
undertaken the work not for the purpose of
making any profit, but in order to provide for the
proper housing of a class which could not
possibly obtain such accommodation as it was
proposed to give them without the help of some
public body.”

th

The installations at the International Health
Exhibition had now started and in March 1884
George Shaw arranged to meet both the architect
and the main contractor at South Kensington, as
he was not satisfied with their progress. They did
not turn up. This annoyed George and later
informed the architect…
“Unless a change, an immediate change, is made
in carrying out this work the City Committee will
become the laughing stock of the public.”

On the 23 of January 1884, George Shaw as
Chairman of the Commissioners of Sewers, was
handed a silver trowel as he laid the foundation
stone for the Artisans and Labourers Dwellings in
Middlesex Street (better known as Petticoat Lane)
that bore in letters of gold the following
inscription……
rd

The construction of the buildings in the “Old
London” street were falling behind the scheduled
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time and George told the architect to tell main
contractor to work extra hours or through night if
necessary.
Mr Birch, the architect, on the 21 March wrote…
“Dear Mr. Shaw
There was not much harm done after all and it has
been remedied. It is now a quarter to three in the
morning and I have finished the tracing so you
can have the drawing as long as you like. I can
scarcely see what I am writing, I am so done up. I
shall be at Kensington but not before 11.30-12
and will send the drawing on to you in the
morning first thing.
I have given everyone a good talking to all the
way round at South Kensington. I have explained
to Sutton’ [CoW] position and left a note for
Williams [contractor] which will considerably
astonish him. I am getting myself so worked and
knocked up that I tell you plainly it can’t last and I
ask you to have some consideration for me.
Yours faithfully
George H. Birch”

I am both physically and mentally knocked up. I
have suffered so much today from extreme
giddiness that I have not dared to go up a
ladder.”
George Shaw, after wishing Mr Birch well,
replied…“I beg you will not for one moment
allow thought to enter your mind of withdrawing
from this work. Cheer up!
Faithfully yours
G. Shaw.”
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In Mr Birch’s final report to George Shaw he
says..
“I wish to place on record the great obligations I
am under to all those who work under my
direction and instructions have succeeded so well
in realising and embodying my ideas. Of these the
builder himself, Mr. Thomas Williams, must
necessarily
stand
first
because
that
recommendation of the President of the Royal
Institute of British Architects as to Mr. Williams
being the only man capable of carrying out such a
work has been completely verified. To him and
his staff, especially his three foremen, I am
especially indebted.” He also gave thanks to the
C.o.W. Mr. Sutton and to Mr. Thomas, the
sculptor and Messrs. Campbell Smith and
Campbell, the decorators.”

As you can see the payments for the various “Old
London” street buildings that George Shaw had to
sign for was beginning to cause much anxiety to
the architect Mr Birch, and Mr Williams.
By April there were some 300 tradesmen working
long hours on “Old London” and the main
contractor Thomas Williams was again getting
anxious about not being paid regularly. The
committee agreed a payment to him on the
understanding that William’s “should get the
place ready for the opening on the 8th.” Williams
agreed to this and Birch then wrote to George
Shaw saying..
“I must ask you (George Shaw) to give me some
idea, some hope, that the remainder money will be
forthcoming. I am getting sick with anxiety when
I look around and see what is being done and the
number of men employed to get it finished, and
feeling like a shuttlecock between two bats. I have
this overwhelming anxiety coming at a time when

On the 3 May George Shaw wrote to Lord Reay,
who lived in Mayfair.
rd

My Lord
As the time of the opening of the Health Exhibition
draws near, I shall be glad to hear what
arrangements your Lordship has been able to
make with the “Royal Archers of Scotland” for an
exhibit in connection with the Bowyers and
Fletchers Guilds of the City of London in the
historic buildings which have been erected at
Kensington. I have reserved space thinking this
exhibit will be very interesting.
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I am, my Lord
Your obedient servant
G. Shaw, 20 King Edward Street, EC
Just prior to the opening, Mr. Collingridge (owner
of the City Press) asks George Shaw if he will
allow him to “place a small wall case, containing
a few objects of horn belonging to my father, in
the hall of the Horners Company in “Old
London.” Shaw agrees and Mr. Collingridge goes
on to mention that he is writing a brief history of
the Horners’ Company for distribution at the
International Health Exhibition. George replies
“perfectly charming.”
The ancient and modern bows and arrows were
duly sent down by train from Archers Hall in
Edinburgh and put on display.
In May that year George stood down from being
Chairman of the Commissioners of Sewers and
during a dinner held in Guildhall Tavern, in the
presence of the Lord Mayor and Sheriffs, George
was presented with “a handsome breakfast set, as
token of their high appreciation of his services.”

Old London Street

On the 8 May 1884 The International Health
Exhibition opened and would remain so for a
further period of about 6 months.
th

Old London Street

Exhibition opening
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half-timbered facades whose heaviness was
relieved only by bands of tiny discoloured
window-panes.
A sudden widening of the street just past Isaac
Walton's house afforded a generous view of the
old wooden church tower. A small staircase on
the south side of the street ascended to the secondfloor level of the buildings, where "darksome little
upper rooms" were filled with a mismatched array
of tapestries, furniture, and utensils. Most of the
visitors wore fashionable dresses or suits; others
wore the working attire of three centuries earlier.
The Old London Street was a brilliant ploy on the
part of the executive council of the 1884
International Health Exhibition, billed as a means
of illustrating the overcrowded spaces and dark
interiors.
The Old London Street, showing the Plumbers
Arms being displayed.

With the International Health Exhibition now
fully open, George Shaw was again unhappy with
Mr Birch regarding safety in the various shops
and buildings. George wrote and complained that
it had been brought to his attention something that
had to be urgently dealt with…

The important part of the exhibition regarding the
connection with the Plumbers Company was of
course the “Old London” street. The idea was to
show how London looked yesterday and how it
looks today, along with houses erected that had
good and bad plumbing, mentioned in the press as
“faulty and faultless sanitation.”
It was also intended as a celebration – to show-off
to the rest of the world – the great technological
strides made by the Victorians in improving
disease control, especially through better
sanitation and water purification, for the
improvement of the health of the nation.

“Dear Sir
Yesterday evening I was told by the Duke of
Buckingham that on Wednesday evening last there
were two or three paraffin lamps burning in your
shop in “Old London.”
I regret your people should have done so and must
request you will take care that nothing of the kind
again occurs.
Faithfully yours,
G. Shaw.”

The main entrance to the Old London Street was
through Bishopsgate, an imposing Norman arch
sliced through the Roman city wall. The buildings
of four or five storeys cast their darkening
shadows across the narrow passageways to Elbow
Lane showing crowds jostling their way in and out
of such popular commercial establishments as the
Rose Inn and the Cock Tavern, passing beneath

Later at the close of the Exhibition it was noted
that the representation of “Old London” and the
exhibition of the ancient crafts, which were such
notable features of the exhibition, were due to the
energy of George Shaw, who as Chairman of the
building committee appointed by the Corporation
and the City Guilds, not only initiated it, but
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personally superintended the erection of the “Old
Street”.

In August George Shaw writes to the Lord Mayor
“My dear Lord Mayor
You will have observed that now opinions are
unanimous not only as to the attractiveness but
what is more important, the utility of City and
Guilds representations of “Old London.”
I wrote to you on the 11th June recommending
that the attention of the public should be drawn by
means of lectures and addresses to the practical
lessons to be learnt by considering the changes
which have been wrought in modern times in
regard to public and domestic sanitation, as well
as those changes which have taken place in the
industrial crafts.
The recommendation was approved by the City
Committee held at the Mansion House and it was
directed that the Duke of Buckingham’s attention
should be drawn to the matter.
I was therefore surprised yesterday to hear from
him that it had not come before him, it now
however has his attention, and I shall be glad to
have an opportunity to have a few words with you
on the subject.

On 30 July a Grand “Old London” dinner, to
celebrate the success of the International Health
Exhibition was held at The Mitre Tavern,
Hampton Court.
th
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Faithfully yours
G. Shaw
George as Master of the Plumbers' Company
in1884, later presided at the Plumbers' Congress
that was held after the International Health
Exhibition. From the time the Exhibition was
opened, some four million people visited the
Exhibition between 8 May and 30 October 1884.
It was at this time when George was strongly
promoting the Plumbers Company and good
plumbing practice in London that certain
Plumbing and Building magazines were becoming
most critical of the Company, saying….
“It has come to our attention that only 9 out of the
grand total of 40 members in the Plumbers
Company are Master Plumbers, of the rank and

Menu
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file there are none.” They list the names,
addresses and occupations of the various members
of the Company, noting that 12 belong to the legal
professions, 12 are private gentlemen, there is also
a wharfinger, a printer, stockbroker etc. The last
named in this long list were the Master Plumbers,
who were, George Shaw, William Dent, W
Cooke, F Doulton, S Hawards, E Knight, C
Hudson, W Verry and W J Verry.
The long and controversial article concludes,
“The sum of our present article is that the
Plumbers’ Company as now constituted is found
to contain an abnormal proportion of nonpractical men, who have no interest in the craft,
but who are obviously present only to serve
certain ends alien and extraneous to those of its
foundation; that this state of things is the cause of
the lack of practical utility of the Plumbers’
Company, and is inimical to the best interests of
the trade; that it should be put a stop to forthwith;
and that the most convenient way of so doing is
for the non-practical members to retire at once;
that the remaining practical members should
promulgate a revised code of laws, admitting all
plumbers who have served seven years’
apprenticeship in London, all others who have
seen seven years’ service under their father or
other responsible voucher, and all plumbers
coming from afar, practically qualified, on
payment of a small fee - this being the spirit of the
present much abused rules of admission.”

In August 1884 a complimentary dinner was given
by the exhibitors in “Old London” to Mr George
Shaw, Mr Birch the architect and Mr Williams
who were responsible for the interesting section of
the Health Exhibition. The dinner took place in
Messrs Bertram and Roberts new restaurant above
the conservatory. In proposing Mr Shaw’s health,
Mr Gardner, presiding, alluded to the fact had it
not been for this gentleman’s energy, the now
World famous street would never have been built.
Mr Birch, the architect also said,
“Although it was impossible for anyone to deny
the success of the representation of “Old London”
at the Health Exhibition he wished to let it be
known that such success should not be attributed
to him, but to George Shaw, who had thought of it
and had frequently consulted with him with a view
to carrying his ideas into practice. He [Mr.
Birch] had on several occasions, so to say, thrown
Mr. Shaw’s letters on the subject back to him, but
at last Mr. Shaw gained his point, and he [Mr.
Birch] had only assisted to carry into effect Mr.
Shaw’s ideas and plans.”
On the 21 September 1884, George Shaw, as
Master of the Plumbers’ Company, succeeded in
obtaining the Company’s sanction to the use of its
name for the training and registration of plumbers.
A Meeting of gentlemen interested in the Art and
Trade of Plumbing was duly held at Guildhall on
September 26th, 1884, to consider what action
should be taken. After considerable discussion a
resolution was passed, requesting the Plumbers’
Company to communicate with the National
Health Society and Sanitary Institute with the
object of arranging a conference of Metropolitan
and Provincial Plumbers to be held at the
International Health Exhibition, South Kensington
towards the end of October 1884. The Court of
the Plumbers’ Company was very pleased with
this and was “fully disposed to make the necessary
steps in this matter.”
st

A review by the Company of the International
Health Exhibition’s Old London Street says….
“In consequence of the services rendered by the
present Master, George Shaw to this company
during the present year. Especially in connection
with the International Heath Exhibition, South
Kensington in relation to ‘Old London’ he be
elected and continues Master for the year
ensuing.”
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practical extensions of sound and enlightened
views of sanitation.”

The Plumbers Congress duly took place in
October in the Lecture Theatre of the City and
Guilds Institute South Kensington, George Shaw
was Chairman. There were present over 300
representatives of the plumbing trade from all
parts of England, Ireland, and Scotland, besides
several members of the medical profession,
officers of health, sanitary inspectors, architects,
and others. The Plumbers Company’ was also
represented by Mr. Wilkinson, Mr. Machin, Mr.
Knill, Mr. Hudson, and Mr. Coles.

It wasn’t until September 1884 that George
realised (believe it or not) he was not a Freeman
of the City of London. At the time George
became a Liveryman of the Plumbers’ Company it
was not a requirement to have the Freedom of the
City. Therefore on the 25 September 1884 he
received his Freedom certificate from the City of
London Chamberlain, Benjamin Scott.
th

“George Shaw son of John Shaw of Portobello,
Edinburgh, occupying premises at 20 King
Edward Street, carrying on the business of a
Builder, by redemption, in the Company of
Plumbers!”

George Shaw opened the proceedings by stating,
“that the business before them was of a public as
well as a trade character. It was to find a remedy
or remedies for the notorious evils that
endangered the public health and brought
discredit on an honourable craft. The ordinances
of the Plumbers’ Company met the case, and
provided a remedy that shielded the public health
and protected the interests of the craft and trade
of plumbing. Albeit that these ordinances were
written 500 years ago, they were as applicable
now as then. Means should be found to protect
the public from defective plumbing work, by
enforcing personal responsibility against those
doing bad work. The means of carrying into effect
this spirit of the old ordinances consistently with
the conditions of our own times would, he hoped,
be materially helped forward by the deliberations
of that day, and the Court of the Plumbers
Company’ were fully disposed to take the needful
action in the case.”

George should have really become a Freeman of
the City of London 16 years ago before he became
a Common Councillor and later Chief Commoner!
At that time those who held high positions in the
City were liable to prosecution if they had not
received the Freedom of the City.
Then at the Plumbers October Quarterly Meeting
held in the Guildhall Tavern, George Shaw’s son,
Henry Aylwin Shaw, an Insurance Clerk, of 7
Royal Exchange, wanted to be admitted into the
Livery of the Plumbers Company by patrimony.
This was not allowed as Henry was born before
his Father became a Liveryman. He was later
admitted to the Company by Redemption.
In December that year the Court took necessary
steps to preserve “records recently discovered in
the old iron chest belonging to the Company
deposited in the strong room at Fishmongers Hall.
And that Dr. Sharpe of the Town Clerks Office at
the Guildhall be requested to take such steps in
conjunction with George Shaw, Esq. Master, as
may be deemed necessary for their better
preservation.”

And later at a Court Meeting, “The Court warmly
acknowledges the ability, judgement, tact and
temper which the Master has shown in promoting
the recent Plumbers Congress and presiding over
its deliberations and pledges itself to give him
their hearty support in his further efforts for
extending the usefulness and wideness the basis of
the Plumbers Company in connection with the
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Then on the 3 December 1884, a “ Worshipful
Companie of Plommers,” dinner was held at the
Albion Tavern, Aldersgate Street, where George
stated that, in view of the practical decisions of
the recent Congress held in South Kensington,
“the Company would be prepared to take the
matter up in a vigorous and effectual manner.”

On the 31 July 1885, The Right Honourable the
Lord Fortescue became the first Chairman of the
General Council of the Registration of Plumbers,
that was held in Guildhall. This meeting was on
the initiative of the Plumbers’ Company and was a
quite an impressive gathering, with various
Mayors of London boroughs and five Members of
Parliament present. Philip Magnus (later Sir
Philip Magnus in 1886), the Director and
Organising Secretary of the City and Guilds of
London Institute also attended. Magnus had now
been at the Institute for five years and had been
very actively concerned with the opening of the
Institute’s two great technical colleges, the one at
Finsbury for the teaching of trade apprentices and
the other at South Kensington for higher
technological training, (this was the institution
that eventually became the City and Guilds
Engineering College.
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At the end of 1884 George Shaw was on the City
of London “Committee for Letting the Bridge
House Estates” and later was Chairman of both
the “Library” and also the “Improvements
Committee”
At a special Committee meeting in February 1885
with George Shaw Master, Stuart Knill Warden,
Fredrick Machin, Renter, and William Digby
Seymour. They resolved that a council be formed
consisting of persons having the confidence of the
Trade and the public and should be convened as
early as possible to consider the resolutions of the
Congress and the best mode of giving them
practical effect.

A book was later published by the “Royal
Commission and the London City Livery
Companies.” Under the Plumbers’ Company title;
General and Technical Education, “The attention
of the Commissioners is respectfully fully invited
to the accompanying pamphlet entitled Revived
Guild Action by George Shaw Esq., one of the
Past Masters of the Company, the views contained
in which express those of the Company, and form
an epitome of their principles of action.”

George Shaw in April 1885 had copies of the
Company’s Grant of Arms made that was
presented to the company by Queen Elizabeth AD
1588.
“The Court unanimously thank the Master for the
his services in causing the original document to
be restored and faithfully copied for the use of
members of the Court.”
Also in May George reported he was arranging
for a "series of lectures on plumbers work to be
delivered to the students of the City & Guilds of
London Institute for the advancement of technical
education by W.R. Maguire."
The Committee unanimously approved this
arrangement taken by the Master to use his
influences as one of the governing body of City
& Guilds of London Institute "An efficient
instruction for Plumbers."

The Court Meeting in September 1885 was held at
the Guildhall Tavern. Stuart Knill (Warden)
informed the Court by letter he has been elected
Alderman for the Ward of Bridge.
Congratulations were given to him by the Court
which he acknowledged adding….
"That none of the congratulations which have
been offered him have given him greater pleasure
than those received by the Master (George Shaw)
for whom he entertains the utmost respect and
regard."
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Stuart Knill, Warden, proposes George Shaw
continue as Master for a further year "on account
of his distinguished services to the Plumbers
Company" - agreed.
George Shaw then informs the Court that the "City
& Guilds of London Institute for the advancement
of technical education are fully disposed to further
the interests of the plumbers craft by means of
classes for the practical instruction of plumbers."

The Chairman George Shaw at this meeting
continued….
“That any work unskilfully or badly done by
plumbers would, like such work done by doctors,
bring in it’s train evils which it was the general
wish of all to do as much as possible to lessen. A
plumber who was doing dishonest or unskilful
work was doing an evil to the public whose benefit
it would be to make the evil as little as possible. It
was doubtless the wish of all plumbers that bad
plumbing should cease to exist; but as it was
practically impossible for them single-handed to
redress the evils, they must obtain the support of
the public. To secure the favourable opinion of the
public, however, the public must be satisfied that
they were only being asked that which was just
and reasonable, and that in fact the plumbers had
no personal, private, or special trade aims to
serve, and that that which was an advantage to
problems was also of advantage to the public. A
council had been formed to carry out the object
which the promoters of the conference had in
view; and that council included distinguished
sanitarians, members of parliament, medical
officers, and members of some of the chief
municipal bodies. The conference should decide
upon what form the examination which was
recommended should take, and how best by
system of registration - which was the only
efficient course to adopt - they could secure the
necessary qualifications of fitness which plumbers
should have for their work. A thorough system of
registration would go a great way towards the
removal from the trade of those who had brought
so much disgrace upon it. At present there was no
requirement of qualification - a state of things
which I believed is not tolerated in any other trade
or profession which involved the security of the
health and life of the public.”
The chairman then invited discussions upon the
various proposals that had been read by Mr Coles;
and a number of practical plumbers - of whom
there were a large number present.

It was at this time that there was a dispute
between the Clerk and the Company that had been
going on for some time came to a head. The
Clerk, Mr J B Towse who had been Clerk for
some 46 years resigned. On Mr Shaw’s proposal,
Mr W.R.E Coles took over this position in the
following February. For some reason or other, the
new Clerk was to receive £150 per year, a very
much higher salary than the previous Clerk
received! The very soon afterwards yet another
Member of Parliament would be admitted to the
Livery, Sir Algernon Borthwick, Kt. MP.
On 26 January 1886, George Shaw presided at a
special meeting in Guildhall where the Court was
asked to consider a number of resolutions.
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(1) That the Plumbers' Company be requested to
establish a system of registration of plumbers by
the City of London and within a circuit of 7 miles
thereof.
(2) The register to include master plumbers and
journeymen.
(3) Examination by a board of examiners,
composed largely of practical plumbers.
(4) Production of certificates of competency
granted by the Plumbers Company and the City
and Guilds of London Institute.
(5) That plumbers admitted to register be entitled
to use the letters are R.P. (Registered Plumber)
after their names.
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In May, George Shaw reporting on his
communication with City & Guilds of London
Institute and informs the Court that they have
"granted facilities for the practical examination of
plumbers and special classes of technical
instruction in plumbing work.”

It was agreed that the Plumbers’ Company should
be requested to open such a register and the names
and addresses of those registered be published
weekly during the months of March, April and
May in the chief technical and daily newspapers
and afterwards as the Plumbers’ Company may
decide. Fees were agreed upon and the general
council would be increased by 12 persons, namely
4 masters and 8 journeymen. This memorable
meeting closed with many cordial votes of thanks
given to the chairman, George Shaw.

The Court also agreed that,
“An 'Illuminated Address' be prepared (by
Atkins brothers) and presented to Mr. Shaw
accompanying the 'Certificate of Registration' and
it be signed by the Master Elect (Stuart Knill) and
handed to the General Council at its next meeting
with a request that the Lord Mayor should also
attach his signature as Chairman of that meeting."
Unanimously carried.
The Court further recorded
"Its high opinion of the value of the services of
the late Master, George Shaw, Esq. CC in respect
of the initiation and carrying forward the work in
which the Company is engaged having for its
object the general elevation of the plumbing trade
and the development of its highest efficiency and
the Court desire to express to Mr. Shaw its
particular and best thanks for the services
rendered by him to the interests of the Company
throughout the protracted period of three
successive years, and that a sum of fifty guineas
be expended by the Court in the manner most
agreeable to Mr. Shaw as a token of the personal
esteem and regard in which he is held by the
Court." Mr. Shaw, in graceful terms,
acknowledges the compliment paid.

The REGISTER FOR QUALIFIED PLUMBERS
was opened on the 1 March 1886, not only by the
plumbers of the London district but by Masters
and Journeymen throughout England, Wales,
Scotland and Ireland who had applied to be
admitted to the London register pending the
establishment of offices of registry in the
provinces.
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At an April meeting it was mentioned that the
Ordinances of the Plumbers’ Company that date
back to A.D.1365, fix St Marks day as the day the
Company have their first quarterly meeting of the
year. As it fell on a Sunday in 1886 the Guildhall
Tavern was opened specially for the Plumbers’
Company. At this meeting, George Shaw, as
Master presented Charlotte Hardcastle a payment
of £5-5s as she was one the aged women admitted
to the Company’s annual pension. Charlotte
produced the indentures of apprenticeship and
freedom of her Father, a Liveryman of the
Company, dated 1765. Then it was also recorded
that the registry for qualified plumbers, opened by
the Company on 1 March, was very generally
approved, not only by plumbers in the London
district, but by plumbers, both Masters and
Journeymen, in various parts of England, Wales
and Scotland.

A further Court meeting at Guildhall Tavern was
held in June 1886 where George Shaw,
"Presents to the Plumbers Company a tapestry
banner bearing the Company's Arms and worked
for him by the Royal Tapestry Workers at Windsor
in the 'old London' section of the Health
Exhibition of 1884."
The Court in accepting the gift propose "that the
beautiful banner be appreciably inscribed in

st
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order that it may be hereinafter identified with his
name as a peculiarly distinguished Master of the
Plumbers Company."

“Among the banners shown upon these buildings
was a handsome banner of the Worshipful
Company of Plumbers, which was made by the
Royal Tapestry Workers of Windsor at “Old
London,” in 1884, from the design of Mr George
Shaw C.C., the Master of the Plumbers Company
of which Company Mr Alderman Knill is Prime
Warden.”
One of the adverts regarding the Registration of
Plumbers, that was printed in numerous papers at
this time, said…
“Plumbers admitted to the Register receive
Certificates of Registration bearing the
Company’s Seal and Arms, A.D. 1588. None but
the holders of such certificates are entitled to use
the letters R.P. (Registered Plumber) after their
names. Lists of names and addresses of
Registered Plumbers are obtainable on
application to the Company, George Shaw,
Master.”
On the 21 July the very first Registered Plumbers
certificate was issued to Mr William Adkins of
Roehampton.
st

At the end of July The Plumbers’ Company held a
Summer Dinner at Bentley Priory, Harrow that
was presided over by the Master, George Shaw. It
was his intention to invite various members of
Parliament to the dinner to highlight what the
Company was planning in respect to Registration.
Unfortunately, he explained, “ We should have
had people from both Houses here to-night, were
it not for paramount claims of the political
elections.” He went on to say, “ I hope we will
meet with considerable aid from both sides of the
new Parliament.”
Also in August 1886 George Shaw sent a long and
detailed advertisement to numerous newspapers
that an important meeting was to be held in the

Tapestry Banner
At the end of June, another very historic event
took place London. HRH the Prince of Wales, on
behalf of the Queen, laid the
Foundation/Memorial Stone for the new Tower
Bridge. The Prime Warden, Mr Alderman Knill
who had offices in both Adelaide House on
London Bridge and also Fresh Wharf, had the
outside of his buildings decorated with banners
and loyal emblems. It was recorded the following
day in a number of newspapers that,
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Guildhall on the 12 of the month. This was to
establish the rules and regulations that were
required to become a Registered Plumber. The
newspaper advert clearly laid out the Company’s
objectives in detail and was signed by George
Shaw, Master.

General Council of the Company of Plumbers at
the Guildhall for the purpose of receiving a report
from the committee appointed to consider a
scheme for registration of plumbers. At this
meeting, as previously agreed, George Shaw was
presented with the illuminated address on vellum,
accompanied by a certificate of enrolment, in
recognition of his services as Master of the
Plumbers’ Company, Chairman of the
Registration Committee and founder of the
Registration Movement. The design of the
illuminated address was executed by Mr Joseph
Pippet, a medieval artist of Solihull,
Warwickshire, depicting good and bad plumbing,
along with arms of Worshipful Company of
Plumbers, bearing the signature of the Master of
the Company and the Lord Mayor.
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By October a Registration Committee had been
agree upon and George Shaw was duly elected
their very first Chairman.
When George left the Chair of the Plumbers'
Company, on the 29th September, 1886, the
following resolution was unanimously passed on
the motion of W. Dent, Esq., seconded by W.
Digby Seymour, Esq., Q.C., LL.D.:
“That the Court takes the present opportunity of
again recording its high opinion of the value of
the services of the late Master George Shaw, Esq.,
C.C., in respect of the initiation and carrying
forward of the work in which the Company is
engaged, having for its object the general
elevation of the plumbing trade and the
development of its highest efficiency; and the
Court desires to express to Mr. Shaw its
particular and best thanks for the services
rendered by him in the interests of the Company
throughout the protracted period of three
successive years, and that a sum of fifty guineas
be expended by the Court, in the manner most
agreeable to Mr. Shaw, as a token of the personal
esteem and regard in which he is held by the
Court."

In January 1887 at a Quarterly Court meeting, the
Master of the Plumbers Company, Mr Alderman
Knill of the Grove, Blackheath presented a
valuable piece of plate to the late Master of the
Company (Mr George Shaw) upon his retirement
from three successive years’ Mastership, in
recognition by the company of his able and
zealous services in promoting the better education
and registration of a plumbers. George reported
that year upwards of 250 plumbers, were passed
by the Registration Committee of which Mr
George Shaw was Chairman, including Masters
and Journeyman, as having qualified themselves
for enrolment upon the company’s register by
giving satisfactory evidence of experience or
passing a practical examination.
Also students/plumbers were also summoned for
examination at the City and Guilds Technical
College, Finsbury by the examiners appointed by
the Plumbers Company,’ there were at this time
28 master plumbers and 54 journeyman from
various districts of London and from Folkestone,
Brighton, Eastbourne, Rochdale, Derby, Cardiff,
Swansea and Leeds. The examinations included
practical tests in pipe bending, jointing and gutter-

In the autumn of 1886 and during the two
following years George visited and addressed
large meetings at Manchester, Glasgow, Perth and
Edinburgh to increase the rapid development of
the movement.
On Wednesday 3rd November 1886, the Lord
Mayor presided at the third meeting of the
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work etc. The applicants were afterwards
examined on various subjects connected with
materials used in plumbing, house fitting, and
sanitation.
George Shaw was the main examiner as Chairman
of the Registration Committee supported by nine
others and in June 1887, Mr Shaw lays before the
Court correspondence that passed between himself
and Mr George Robson of Newcastle on Tyne,
upon the subject of the formation of an
organization of Plumbers and others to extend the
Plumbers movement in the Newcastle district.
The Court approves the views expressed by Mr
Shaw in his correspondence and concurs.

It was proposed by the Master (Mr F Machin) and
seconded by Phillip Wilkinson and unanimously
carried“
That Mr Shaw be requested to continue for the
year 1887/8 as Chairman of the Registration
Committee of Plumbers.” Mr Shaw accepts the
office.
In September 1887, at a Court meeting, it was
resolved that
“ That Mr Shaw be requested to undertake the
preparation of a new edition of his pamphlet
“Revived Guild Action” to contain details that
have taken place since the original publishing
date.” Also “The Master, Mr George Shaw and
Mr Digby Seymour, how it may be utilized to
bring the pamphlet more widely before the
public.”

George Shaw attended a City Lands meeting that
was chaired by Mr Hicks, on the subject of the
removal of Temple Bar from the City. The
Chairman brought up a report recommending that
the stones and other portions of the old Bar should
be given to Sir H. B. Meux, on the understanding
that the Bar was re-erected at the entrance of
Theobald's park, Hertfordshire, he bearing all the
expenses which would mean an outlay of £1,790.
The lead of the old roof had been melted into
medals and the windows had gone into decay and
many of the stones were so broken that it was
impossible to number them all or preserve them.
Mr. George Shaw said the stones of the Bar were
all numbered, and could be reconstructed without
any difficulty and the Bar would be safe in the
keeping of Sir Henry Meux, who had also restored
the Eleanor Cross. This report was agreed upon.

Then in December, George informs the Court of
various communications between himself and the
authorities of the City and Guilds of London
Institute, regarding the cost of materials used in
connection with examinations, especially at
Finsbury.
It was resolved “ That the Company increase the
funds to City and Guilds of London Institute from
£50 to £100 for the next year”. Mr Alderman
Knill (the late Master) states to the Court, “ That
there being a small balance of cash available
from the sum voted by the Court for a Testimonial
to Mr Shaw, he, the late Master, has expended it
in accordance with Mr Shaw’s desire in the
purchase of an album decorated with views of
“Old London” and containing portraits of
members of the Court, the Lord Mayors and other
persons who have taken particular interest in
promoting the Company’s Registration system,
and photographs of various relics of the
Company.” With the approval of the Court the
late Master presents the album to Mr Shaw, who
expresses his warm thanks.

Then at a Court meeting that year, Mr Warden
Bishop said....
“ I beg to point out that at the meeting of the
Court on the 29th Sept ultimo, no appointment
was made to the office of Chairman of the
Registration Committee, which office is therefore
vacant.”
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In the same year a Special Court was held in the
Guildhall Tavern, the clerk lays before the Court,
printed copies of a document in pamphlet form
defining the objects, constitution and rules of the
Company’s system of Registration. Mr Shaw
explains to the Court the chief considerations
which guided the decision and on his completion,
the Court resolve,
“They desire particularly to place on record their
acknowledgement for the continuing zeal with
which Mr Shaw has devoted his experience,
ability and tome to perfect a work with which his
name will always be associated”.

Mr. Shaw replied:
My Lord Provost and gentlemen, I am a plumber
and was apprenticed to the trade in Scotland.
[Applause] The subject of registration of
plumbers has occupied my attention for many
years. It is more than twelve years since I first
submitted my suggestions to the Court of the
Plumbers’ Company. The chairman has
pleasantly told us what, in the opinion of many
people, are the chief functions of the Guilds of
London. However that may be, he has rightly said
that they are composed of representative men, and
I can assure you that the Courts of those Guilds
are by no means restricted to those interested in
the craft to which they belong, but are composed
of gentlemen eminent in other trades and
professions - and the Court of the Plumbers
Company is especially one of this class.
[Applause] The object of the company in taking
up this work was in response to a generally
expressed opinion on the part of the public, who
felt there existed a serious evil arising from the
way in which plumbers' work was carried out. I
believe I am in the presence of a large number of
practical plumbers, and I will say that, although
the plumbers' work has in too many cases been
badly done, and has caused serious consequences
in families, at the same time I believe there never
was a period in the history of our country when
there was, on the whole, better plumbers' work
done than at the present time. [Applause] But
there is a vicious system in existence. The system
I speak of is of the architects not coming into
direct communication with the plumbers.
Contracts are usually given to general builders,
who have little or no knowledge of what
plumber’s work really is, and who employ
incompetent men at a lower rate of wage than that
paid to efficient plumbers. The only cure for this
is that the architect should be brought into
immediate contact with the plumbers, who should
be held responsible for the efficiency of the work
done, and at the same time be some security for

Also in1887 George Shaw was Chairman of the
London Bridge House Estates Committee and at
their December meeting in Guildhall, George was
asked to report on the road approaches to Tower
Bridge, that was under construction. George said,
“The construction of the new bridge at the Tower
was progressing most rapidly and satisfactorily.
The approaches on the north side were being
carried out in accordance with the requirements
of the War Office. Other portions of the work will
also be proceeded with and everything was being
thoroughly well done.”
Early in the following January the Registration of
Plumbers in Scotland held a meeting in the Trade
Hall, Glassford street, Glasgow. Present was a
very large attendance of Master Plumbers and
operatives, architects, sanitarians and
representatives from the building trades generally,
the hall being crowded in every part and a large
number standing.
At the close of Sir James King, Lord Provost of
Glasgow, opening remarks he said,
“I will now call upon Mr Shaw, Past Master of
The Worshipful Company of Plumbers’, London,
to address you. I believe we are indebted to him
for the first idea of this movement as well as in a
great measurer for the successful carrying of it
out. “(Applause)
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the satisfactory character of such work. The real
object of this movement is to prevent, as far as
possible, the blame for bad work being placed
upon plumbers when they really are not to blame
at all. [Applause] Our object is that no man shall
receive a certificate until he has given satisfactory
evidence that he is capable of doing his work
thoroughly and well, without discredit to himself
and to the satisfaction of the persons who employ
him. Failing this no one will be put upon the
register of plumbers. [Applause] You have all, no
doubt, heard of illness in houses sometimes
arising from defective plumbing as has been
explained by the Lord Provost. Now this arises
through work not being properly executed. When
a man does his work badly, he is, no doubt,
desirous that it should be covered up as soon as
possible. I therefore would appeal to all present,
as having an interest in all work being done
satisfactorily and honestly; that it must be to their
interest, in common with that of the public, to
have no names upon the register but those who
are properly qualified plumbers. [Applause] Now
you will see that a certain difficulty existed when
this question was being discussed from the various
points of view; there was a difficulty in getting it
put before the public in such a shape as would
secure their general confidence in the movement.
There are plumbers’ societies, both of employers
and employees, but that did not suffice. The one
thing wanting was a representative body which
would satisfy the public of its independence and
impartiality. This want was supplied when the
work was undertaken by the Plumbers’ Guilds of
London, whose records and ordinances go back
for over five hundred years. [Applause] In 1884
at the “Healtheries” in London, a general
congress was invited at my own instance, and
nothing could have given greater proof of the
general interest felt in the movement than the very
large number that attended and the thoroughly
representative character of the meeting. There
had been various meetings at the national

gathering representing various interests, but none
of them approached in importance to the public
the Plumbers’ Congress. [Applause] We dealt at
that congress with the several points, and that we might say - was a practical commencement of
the registration movement we are now proceeding
with. There were representatives at that congress,
from all classes interested in sanitary affairs, and
from every part of the country. It was then
resolved that a system which should secure the
best interests of the public and of the craft should
be instituted - a system of registration, which
would exclude all men who were incapable of
executing plumbers work properly. [Applause]
There shall be one general standard of excellence
to which all men must attain before they can be
put upon the roll of registered plumbers. This
test, when generally applied, would make it
impossible for a man whose name is on the
register to be other than a qualified craftsman,
and it will be a security to the public against
injury arising from bad plumbers’ work.
[Applause] This method of registration is for the
purpose of inducing not only a practical but a
scientific knowledge of that which stands
eminently as the leading branch of the building
trade, and it must be satisfactory to you to know
that an old Guild, of many hundreds of years’
standing should be willing and desirous to give its
name and the assistance of what funds it has to
support this object. We all know the value
attached to advice given gratuitously, and
therefore, gentlemen, I want you to understand
that if you consider - and I hope you will - if you
consider that this movement is one worthy of your
support you must be prepared to pay something
for it - [Applause] - a very small sum, but
something to articulate, so to speak, your interest
in the matter. You must be prepared not only to
pay what small fee or fines may be necessary, but
you must be prepared to act, as it were, the part of
your own police. [Laughter] When those
craftsmen who have passed this examination are
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entered upon the roll, they are to be looked to, to
prevent impostors poaching upon the public
ground. The Plumbers’ Company are desirous of
this matter being a great success. That depends,
however, upon yourselves in a great measure, but
they have come to the front; they have entered
upon the fight, and they are desirous of securing
your support to bring it to a successful issue.
[Loud applause]

George Shaw, now aged 66, was not happy at all
with the situation. As he was Chairman of the
Registration Committee he needed proof that the
various applicants were competent.
Though the affairs of the Registration Committee
were kept distinct from those of the Company,
W.R.E. Coles, in his capacity of Clerk to the
Company rather than that of Secretary to the
Registration Committee, conducted most of the
business of the movement. It was in 1885, that on
George Shaw’s recommendation that Mr Coles
became the Company’s Clerk!

In February 1888 there was a report in a news
journal that there was in existence a Scottish
Society for the Registration of Plumbers. George
Shaw, as Past Master of the Plumbers’ Company
was asked he was aware of this. He replied up
until recently he was not aware of this!
By March 1888, George Shaw had visited Perth,
Aberdeen, Glasgow, Edinburgh, Inverness,
Dumfries also Sussex and Brighton to see that
they were operational.

It was now becoming very clear that some people
have strong and forthright views on certain
important matters within organisations, therefore
disagreements do take place from time to time and
sometime’s break ups are inevitable.
In May, at Special Court at the Guildhall Tavern,
the Master informs the Court that he felt it
necessary to call the present special meeting to
consider the recent statements made by Mr. Shaw,
particularly those at a meeting of the Registration
Committee held at the Guildhall on 2nd instant.
Those statements being to the effect:
“That the Plumbers Company have nothing to do
with the Registration Committee, that Committee
being a separate and distinct body from the
Plumbers Company, the Court having nothing to
do with it.”
George Shaw did not like the Clerk’s interference
regarding the issuing of plumbing certificates. At
this meeting, the Clerk then produced the Minute
Book of the Registration Committee showing that
Mr Shaw had cancelled words therein as follows:

The clerk, W.R.E Coles also reported at that time
that.. “Operations had been very much interfered
with in Scotland, by a society formed in
Edinburgh under the title of “Scottish Society for
the Registration of Plumbers” who have been very
hostile in their actions.
At the next Court Meeting, held in the Guildhall
Tavern that year, George Shaw “makes various
observations on the subject of registration” and in
the course of the remarks he makes some general
objections to the nominations of applicants for
registration by District Councils and says that….
“In his capacity as Chairman of the Registration
Committee he is in the habit of passing applicants
without any information of their qualifications.”
A general discussion ensued during which some
minutes of the court are referred to by the Master
and Mr Shaw speaks of them in terms which
convey a reflection upon the Clerk (Mr Coles).
The Court calls upon Mr. Shaw to withdraw these
offensive remarks, but he does not do so.

“That the undermentioned plumber be enrolled
subject to their compliance with the Regulation of
the Plumbers' Company” and has substituted the
following:
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“That the names which are this day added to the
list of Registered Plumbers be recommended to
the Plumbers Company for registration.”

He very likely knew he was going to be
interrogated by a Queens Councillor and other
legal members of the Company regarding the
previous meeting and minutes.
Therefore at this meeting the Clerk, Mr Coles read
notes taken by the Master at the meeting of the
Registration Committee on 9th inst. showing
generally that Mr. Shaw did not comply with the
order of the Court of 8th May and his…

The Court was unhappy that Mr. Shaw had altered
the Minutes and directed, “Mr. Shaw to restore
those Minutes to their original state,” which he
undertakes to do.
Mr. Digby Seymour said he intends at the next
meeting to propose certain resolutions regarding
the Registration Movement and then the Clerk
makes a further complaint to the Court with
reference to “Mr. Shaw’s offensive remarks at the
last Court meeting.” Mr. Shaw “expressed his
desire to absolutely withdraw such remarks and
his regret for having made them.”

“Pledge to proceed with the Registration
business; but, on the contrary, he used language
and permitted discussion of a nature calculated to
create antagonism between the Registration
Committee and the Company. Mr. Alderman Knill
fully confirms the general accuracy of the
Master's notes, and he further states that he
considers the meeting was a dangerous one in the
interest of the Company, on account of the
language and demeanour of Mr. Shaw having the
effect of reducing the authority of the Company
and setting the Registration Committee against
the Court. He further mentions that he considered
Mr. Shaw's bearing was most offensive to the
Master. The impression left on his mind was that
Mr. Shaw's object was to separate the Committee
from the Company.”

George Shaw had nothing personal to gain by
insisting the Registration Committee should be
run separately, after all he had been Master of the
Company on 4 occasions and Chairman of
numerous City Committees and had written
“Revived Guild Action” in 1878 at his own
expense and promoted more than anybody the
Registration of Plumbers. George Shaw wanted
the Registration Committee to made up of mainly
of Master Plumbers and Journeymen from the
Company who would have control of the Register
of Plumbers.

In June that year, the Clerk reads communications
from Mr. Shaw dated 29th and 31st and 4th
instant, the latter stating that he (Mr. Shaw) had
called a meeting of the Registration Committee to
confer on the resolution of the Court desiring him
to resign the Chairmanship of the Committee and
that he declined to resign.

In May 1888 due to a resignation of the Alderman
for Farringdon Ward, George Shaw put himself
forward for election as Alderman for Farringdon
Ward. He later retired from the contest in favour
of the well-known Mr George Faudel Phillips,
who later became Lord Mayor.

It was then resolved by the Court: “that Mr. Shaw,
not having resigned the Chair of the Registration
Committee in accordance with the resolution of
the Court of 24th ultimo, and having absented
himself from the special Court summons to receive
his answer or explanation, and persisting in a line
of conduct subversive to the interest of the

It was then that Past Master Mr. Digby Seymour,
(Q.C. and learned recorder of Newcastle),
informed George Shaw by letter, asking him to
attend a Special Meeting that was to be held in the
Guildhall Tavern to discuss certain important
matters. George did not attend the meeting.
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Registration movement and inconsistent to his
duty to the Plumbers Company, shall no longer
occupy the Chair of the Committee, and that the
Master, or, in his absence, Warden or Renter
Warden, preside at future meetings.”

designedly misrepresents the effect of the meeting
held on the 23 instant.
Yours truly
G. Shaw.”
rd

The Clerk replies on the same day….
Sir
I am directed by the Court to acknowledge your
letter of the 29th inst. containing the following
statement:
"Mr. Scott-Moncrieff has just informed me that
Mr. Bishop stated to him, that is the Bailiff of the
Court, that at the meeting of the Registration
Committee on 2nd May I altered the Minutes on
my own authority, and that I did so for the
purpose of lowering the position of the Plumbers
Company and of raising that of the Registration
Committee," and to say that upon Mr. Bishop
being referred to by the Court he informed them
that the above quoted words convey a statement
which is inaccurate in all its parts.
Your obedient servant
W.R.E. Coles

George Shaw having now been removed by the
Company from the Registration Committee, there
was no point in him any longer representing the
Company at the City and Guilds. He then wrote
to the Company giving his resignation on 18th
June from 20 King Edward Street saying…..
To the Master and Wardens of the Plumbers
Company.
Gentleman,
In view of the Treatment I have recently
experienced at the hands of the Court, I do not
feel disposed to continue to represent the
Company at the City and Guilds of London
Institution. I therefore beg to notify to you my
resignation. I have communicated my
determination to the Executive Committee of the
Institute.
I am,
faithfully yours,
George Shaw
Then on the 29 June 1888, George Shaw wrote to
the Clerk saying….
“Sir
I am in receipt of your circular letter of the
Master of the Plumbers Company of the 25 inst
and the notice signed by him, calling a meeting of
the Registration Committee of tomorrow, and I
have been requested to give notice that inasmuch
that such meeting has not being called by the
Chairman of the Committee or with his sanction
that it will be treated as a nullity and therefore
any business that may be transacted thereat will
also be ignored.
It is not necessary to do more than record the fact
that the letter in question completely and no doubt
th

th
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In 1888 the new Registration Committee
Chairman was Mr W H Bishop, a Stockbroker.
The committee comprised some 40 persons made
up of a large number of Solicitors and Private
Gentlemen, a Wharfinger and Warehouseman, an
Auctioneer, a Printer, a Justice of the Peace etc
and 16 Registered Plumbers.

W.R.E. Coles, a man of much narrower vision
than George Shaw; and one who succeeded in
leading the Company into many untenable
situations and produced for the Registration
Movement many unrelenting opponents. Without
doubt the most eventful and the most disastrous
period of the history of the Registration
Movement was the ten years between 1892 and
1902 during which the Plumbers’ Company strove
to obtain the passage through Parliament of its
Bill for the Statutory Registration of Plumbers on
no less that six occasion, they all failed. The
Company claimed to have spent in excess of
£27,000 between 1892 and 1900.
It was only after some 20 years in 1909 it was at
last decided by the Company that the Registration
Committee would no longer be run directly by the
Company but would be run separately, just as
George Shaw would have liked back in 1888. The
new and separate committee was formed and
called “The General Council for the Registration
of Plumbers.” Although there have been various
name changes over the years since this first
committee was formed, it still continues to thrive
and keep it’s close association with the Plumbers
Company today as the Chartered Institute of
Plumbing and Heating Engineering (CIPHE.)

Then in October 1888 an article in the Reynolds
Newspaper mentions…
One or two appointments of officials of the
Plumbers Company, the ancient trade Guild in the
City of London, are strikingly illustrative of the
manner in which the trust funds of these
companies have been diverted from their original
intention. Thus, a Mr William Bishop, of the Royal
Exchange, who has nothing whatever to do with
plumbing, has been elected Master of the
Company; and Mr Digby Seymour, Q.C. of the
Temple has been made Renter Warden! Why does
not the plumbing trade resent these injuries by
raising an agitation for transference of the funds
of the company back to the practising craftsman
to whom they really belong?
Later Mr Digby Seymour Q.C and learned
recorder of Newcastle said during this period
“He had not the slightest doubt but that, during
the coming session of Parliament legislative
sanction would be given to the work of that
Company.”
This was not so, as requests to the Government for
a statutory National Registration of Plumbers
failed on no less than six occasions between 1894
and 1902.
One would have thought that Mr Digby Seymour
Q.C. her Majesty’s Counsel, Recorder of
Newcastle and Member of Parliament, along with
Liveryman Sir Algernon Borthwick, Kt. MP.
would have been in a useful position to ensure the
Registration Bill went through.
The Registration Bills that were put to Parliament
were mainly the brainchild of the Clerk, Mr

We are now back to the year 1889, being the
700th anniversary of the institution of the
mayoralty. The Library Committee of the
Corporation of London was empowered by the
Court of Common Council to devote a sum not
exceeding £1,000 in the production of a new work
in two volumes illustrating, as far as may be from
the City's own archives, the history of the City of
London from the earliest times.
The above proposition emanates from Mr. George
Shaw, a member of the Common Council and the
object of the work is to show…..
“The preeminent position occupied by the City of
London and the important function it has
exercised in the shaping and making of England,
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the distinctive features of the history being a
record of the lives and deeds of those remarkable
men who have filled in succession through seven
centuries the highest civic office to which it is
possible to attain, and an illustration of the
influence of London and its Lord Mayors at many
of the most critical periods of our history, which
has turned the scale in favour of those liberties of
which we are so justly proud."
Dr Sharpe later published this under the title
“London and the Kingdom.”

first addressed, and that, without this knowledge,
it was impossible for any one to realize the
hidden danger that existed in houses of every
class, arising from bad plumbing.
It has been a source of much gratification to me
to watch the interest now taken in registration as
compared with the apathy and indifference that
prevailed until recently, and it has been a subject
of great regret to me that, from circumstances
with which the public need not be troubled, I felt
obliged to dissociate myself from some of those
with whom for years I have been on most
friendly terms. At the same time, my most active
sympathies will ever continue to be with a
movement which I initiated, and which, if
honestly carried out, cannot do otherwise than
lead to an improvement in public health and a
general prolongation of human life.”

In the same year George was one of the founding
members of the Scots Freemasonry Lodge No
2319. The lodge was intended for Scotsmen
living in London. The consecration service was
attended, by 80 members at the Scottish
Corporation Hall, Crane Court, Fleet Street. He
was their Treasurer.

George continued as a Liveryman of the Plumbers
Company and in 1890 also became a Liveryman
of the Horners’ Company who only had 12
Liverymen. His friend Mr Collingridge was
Renter Warden of the Company and also the
proprietor of the City Press.

George Shaw and his family still seemed to lead
an active life in Cheshunt and when the new
cricket and recreation ground were complete, the
membership amounted to 100, with his son Henry
Alywin Shaw being given the position of Hon
Secretary.

Now aged 69 George, as a leading member of the
Corporation, made a generous presentation to the
City in April 1891 of a life size painting by artist
Mr G Grenville Manton, “The Wife of Jeroboan
and the Blind Prophet.” This had recently been
exhibited in the Royal Academy. It was gratefully
received.

Then, from the previous suggestions by the Court
of the Plumbers’ Company, George’s second and
updated edition of his “Revived Guild Action,”
was published in 1889.
Within this 2 edition of “Revived Guild Action,”
George says in a very sad and melancholy way: nd

Also in that year, the Horner’s Company elected
George Shaw onto their Court.

“It would not be profitable to put on record the
many hindrances which had to be overcome
before the public became sufficiently impressed
with the absolute necessity for immediate reform
in house sanitation; nor should this be matter for
surprise, when it is stated that there was an
almost total absence of practical knowledge of
the subject among those to whom the appeal was

In June George was sad to hear the news that Past
Master William Dent had died. He had been in
the Company for 50 years and served twice as
Master.
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The Census in 1891 for Whit Hern, Cheshunt
records, that George Shaw, a Main Contractor,
lives there with his wife Lydia aged 67, son
“Harry” Aylwin Shaw, a Clerk aged 29 and
daughter Alice Jessie Shaw aged 34. Also there is
a Housemaid and a Cook. George’s brother
James, now aged 50 was also still keeping busy in
the King Edward Street office with his wife and
family.

Freeman. It was only in 1889 that the Guild of
Paviors was revived again, with George being
their 3 Master. They later in 1900 received their
first Grant of Livery. It was also very strange that
the article that was printed in the newspaper
obviously knew very little about George and
published the following….
rd

Mr George Shaw, the newly elected Master of the
Paviors’ Company, is a Yorkshire plumber. When
he came to London, Mr Shaw possessed no more
than the proverbial half crown, but he has made
his way by his own efforts to affluence.
“Gentleman George,” as he is sometimes called,
has had an up-hill fight, but is now on the right
side and besides being a prominent member of the
Corporation, being chairman of the committee
which watches over the interests of the
Corporation he also has a pretty residence at
Cheshunt, where he is very popular. The Paviors’
Company, of which he is Master is one of those
resuscitated after centuries of oblivion, and is one
of the few which is attempting to justify its
existence. In early times only a portion of the city
was paved, and for defraying the cost of paving
the principal street tax called “pavage” was
levied, but Edward 1 abolished the tax, earning
the lasting gratitude of the citizens.

In the 1890s, George Shaw also owned tenements
1-2 Ball Court, off Giltspur Street and also at 12
Mount Mills off Goswell Road.
In 1892 at a meeting of the City Lands
Committee, George Shaw put forward a proposal
to have a marble bust made of Lord Tennyson, the
late poet laureate who died in October that year.
George’s proposal was agreed upon and a sum of
250gns was made available for this to be carried
out. It was made in 1893 and placed in the
Guildhall Art Gallery.
It is hard to believe that George, having little or no
connection with Company for the last few years,
is now mentioned by Mr W.R.E. Coles when
being examined, regarding the Plumbers
Registration Bill in 1892. ”Among the recent
Masters of the Company I might especially
mention Mr George Shaw, a practical plumber,
who was the Master of the Company at the time
that the Congress was held in 1884.”
The authors of the various Bills, the chief of who
appears to have been W.R.E. Coles, had many
difficulties arising from the opposition of others
who had vested interests in the trade.

In October 1892 the work of dismantling and
moving the huge monument of the Duke of
Wellington in St Paul’s Cathedral commenced.
This difficult contract included the dismantling,
renovation and also the moving of this large
monument to the central bay of the north aisle in
the Cathedral. George Shaw was the builder
nominated for this project, under the direction of
Mr Penrose the Cathedral’s surveyor. During
progress the work was slowed down considerably
by “daily divine services.” Mr F Doughty, who
worked with the original sculptor, Alfred Stevens,
assisted George Shaw. The work was completed
at the end of 1893.

Then in March 1892, right out of the blue….
George, now aged 71, is suddenly shown as the
Master of the Paviors’ Company!!
Nothing previously had been recorded about this
in London, except in a newspaper article! The
Guild of Paviors had no Livery and only several
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Waltham Cross, Hertfordshire. Sir Henry and
Lady Meux at this time dedicated to the public,
the roadway between the new Falcon Hotel and
the monument in front of a very large audience
and the band of the Chevalier Guards.
In the evening a commemoration dinner took
place at “Ye Foure Swannes Hostelrie” presided
over by Sir Henry Meux. George Shaw attended
the dinner and was called on to speak during the
evening saying,
“I had no idea when I came to this
commemoration dinner that I should be called on
to speak. It happened too that the toast put in my
hand was a most important one and specially
important to any company of Englishmen. The
toast is, the House of Commons.” (Applause.)

An equestrian statue was added much later on the
top of the monument. (Also shown)

At a meeting of the Common Council in 1893,
George Shaw proposed that Sir John Gilbert, R.A.
be presented with the honorary Freedom of the
City in a suitable gold box. This was in
recognition of his long and honourable career in
the art world and more especially of his recent
generous gift to the Art Gallery of a selection of
his valuable paintings; this was seconded by the
Lord Mayor with acclamation.

The Wellington Statue, St Paul’s Cathedral

In May 1894 at a Court of Common Council
meeting in Guildhall, Mr George Shaw and Mr
Alfred Purssell were appointed as trustees of the
Conduit Mead Estate. This very large 27-acre
Estate was situated in the area of Bond Street and
Conduit Street, Mayfair.
Then in May 1894, George put Whit-Hern,
Cheshunt up for sale…..
Cheshunt, Herts. –
The charming Freehold Residential Property
known as Whit-Hern, about 1 mile from the
station, and close to the church. The house is oldfashioned in character, but thoroughly
comfortable, and contains nine bed and dressing

The Wellington Statue, later.
In January 1893 the completion of the restoration
of the Queen Eleanor Cross was celebrated at
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rooms, dining rooms, drawing room, library,
morning room and domestic offices. Excellent
stabling for three horses and out buildings. The
ornamental grounds are specially enjoyable being
thoroughly well tendered and most tastefully laid
out with luxurious growth of rhododendrons and
specimen shrubs; bounded on the east side by the
New River; fruit and vegetable gardens, orchard,
and tennis lawn and padlock, the whole being in
about 4 ½ acres in extent.

Later in January 1895 George, obviously feeling a
little better, was reappointed to represent the
Corporation on the Association of Municipal
Corporations and later at a meeting of the
National Association of Master Plumbers, in the
London District area, Mr Ravey “pressed very
strongly that Mr George Shaw be invited to take
the office as President, that gentleman being the
founder of the Registration Movement.”

In June 1894, the Prince of Wales accompanied by
the Princess of Wales and many other members of
the Royal Family officially opened Tower Bridge
in the Queen’s name. The Lord Mayor saying….
“We, the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, and Commons
of the City of London, in Common Council
assembled, desire, at the conclusion of the great
work of construction the new Tower Bridge, which
was commenced as far back as June 1886, to
again welcome the presence of your Royal
Highness on behalf of the most gracious Majesty
the Queen to inaugurate an example of
magnificent engineering of such vast importance
to our fellow-citizens and the dwellers in the East
end of London, both North and South of the
Thames.”
George Shaw was later presented to the Prince
and Princess of Wales along with other senior
City gentleman who attended.

George again became very ill in 1896 and this
time was diagnosed with cancer and had an
operation in March. Then in June that year he was
taken to 5, Marine Parade, Dover to help with his
recovery.

5 Marine Parade, Dover

George was elected as a Fellow of The Royal
Meteorological Society in August 1894 and in
December, now aged 72 was put forward to serve
the office of Warden with the Horners’ Company,
but had to decline due to his failing health. Since
the time he joined the Horners’ Company the
Livery had grown from 12 to 50 Liverymen.

Unfortunately, George who was now 74 years of
age died there on Friday August 14th, 1896. At
the time of death his name stood 12th in order of
seniority in the list of Common Councillors, in the
City of London and was one of the Vice
Presidents of the Conservative Association in
Cheshunt.

Also in 1894, George made his will at his
solicitors, George Joseph Bayspool Porter of
Wardrobe Place, Doctors Commons with his son
“Harry” Aylwin Shaw present.

He was returned to his family home at Whit-Hern,
Churchgate, Hertfordshire and later a funeral
service was held in St Mary’s Church, Cheshunt.
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He was buried in the family grave in Cheshunt
cemetery at 2pm.on Wednesday August 19th
1896.

The contents of his house went up for sale,
Furniture from several bedchambers,
Kidderminster carpets, Walnut drawing-room
suite, a 7 octave cottage pianoforte by Moore and
Moore in a walnut case, mahogany and oak
sideboards, dining tables, oak bookcase, ebonized
writing table. Also a choice collection of oil
paintings and watercolour drawings, comprising
examples by the following artists, A.E Mulready,
Loutherburg, T.S. Hardy, E. Hayes, P. Nasmyth,
H.P. Riviere, Guido Schmidt, A. Meadows, R.B.
Nisbet, David Cox, C.W. Wlyllie and J.Webb.
and, proof engravings and etchings. A celler of
choice wines, and miscellaneous items,
comprising horses, dog cart, waggonette, harness,
stable and garden utensils.
Then later at an auction in St James’s, a library of
some 5,000 books went up for sale along with
more of his Paintings, Pictures and engravings by
old and modern Masters.

The Shaw Family Grave
With Firm Hope of Reunion in Loving Memory
In September the Plumber’ Company sent a letter
of condolence to George’s widow and family.
He left and invalided wife Lydia, two sons and
three daughters.
Corporation of London then advertised the
following….
“The Corporation of London has lost one of its
most zealous members in the death of Mr George
Shaw, who was one of the representatives of the
Ward of Farringdon Within in the Court of
Common Council. Mr Shaw was proud of the city
into whose municipal life he entered with so much
spirit. He has evidence of this pride when he
succeeded in getting the corporation to
commission Dr. Reginald Sharpe to write a book
setting forth the part taken by the Corporation of
London in historical events of the nation from the
earliest times. He was formerly Master of the
Plumbers’ Company and evinced much interest in
successive exhibitions at South Kensington, being
indeed, responsible for what turned out to be an
interesting feature, a reproduction of a street in
“Old in London.” He was one of Her Majesties
lieutenants for the city, a commissioner for the
land tax, and a well-known Conservative worker.”

The late Mr George Shaw’s will dated March 10,
1894, says…
Mr George Shaw, of Whit Hern, Churchgate,
Cheshunt, and of 20, King Edward Street, builder,
decorator, and plumber, and active member of the
Court of Common Council, and of the Plumbers
Company, and a representative of the Corporation
on the Council of the Technical Institute, who
died on August 14 last, aged 74, leaving personal
estate of the gross value of £7,789-11-4d and of
the net value of £1,259-5-3d has been granted to
Mr George Joseph Bayspool Porter, of 2 Warwick
Place, solicitor, and Mr “Harry” Aylwin Shaw,
son of the testator.
The late Mr Shaw bequeathed to his daughter
Alice Jesse Shaw, £2,000, to his daughter
Margaret Lydia Tasman £500, to his daughter
Cecilia Marion Sherman, wife of Dr Sidney
Sherman, of New Zealand, £500, and to Harrietta
Chambers in remembrance of her long and valued
friendship, £2,000.
th
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An annuity of £75 is to be paid to the testator wife
during her life, and he leaves all the residue of his
property to his son. The executors are authorised
to offer the testator business at a valuation to his
brother James Stenhouse Shaw and the purchase
money may be paid in 10 half-yearly instalments.

In January 1897, further items from Whit-Hern
were sold off at….
The Willis’s Rooms, King Street, St James’s
Square. On view, by direction of the executors of
the late George Shaw, Esq, and otherwise. Pictures, Drawings, and Engravings by old and
modern masters, removed from Whit-Hern,
Cheshunt and elsewhere.

By 1897, the house, Whit Hern in Cheshunt, was
then sold to Mr Jesse William Chessum, a
government-building colleague of George Shaw.

Then in 1898 Lydia Shaw the wife of George died
on the 21st November aged 74. Prior to her death
she was living at 8 Nightingale Lane, Clapham
Common.
In 1905 James Stenhouse Shaw again moved the
Shaw Plumbing business in the City of London
firstly to Cox’s Court and finally to 20 Little
Britain.

Who would have thought a forthright 18-year-old
Scottish plumber would travel some three hundred
fifty miles down from Scotland to London in the
1840’s to find work and seek his fortune; then by
chance finding work with a Master Plumber
(Joseph Taylor) in the City of London. Later to
become a Liveryman of the Plumbers Company,
then their Beadle and while living in Plumbers
Hall, Bush Lane having three of his children born
there. Then later becoming the first “Scottish”
Master of the Worshipful Company of Plumbers
on no less than 4 occasions that allowed him to
promote the Plumbing Trade to its highest level.
Then, with out any doubt, the main and forceful
promoter in pushing forward the establishment the
Registration of Plumbers in 1886 and their
Chairman for the first 2 years.
As a Common Councillor he served and was
Chairman on numerous City Committees and
received numerous accolades and awards.

I thought I would end by mentioning that in 1914
James Stenhouse Shaw was given the contract to
install the water supply and sanitary fittings in
Goldsmiths Hall, Foster Lane, under the direction
of Mr A Burnett Brown, F.S.I., Surveyor to the
Goldsmiths Company. This contract was carried
out to the same exacting standards set by George
Shaw all those years ago; and it was recorded
that….
“All of the work was carried out under the
supervision of the contractor Mr James S Shaw,
and the work executed by registered plumbers,
the pipes being marked with a mark of the
Plumbers Company and the identity of the
individual plumbers responsible for its
execution. The system of marking is for the
encouragement of good workmanship and the
security of the owners of the property on the
occupiers.”

Finally……
In 1896, 20 King Edward Street and other
buildings were gradually being demolished to
make way for new buildings. It was during this
period that George’s brother James Stenhouse
Shaw bought a separate property for his family to
live in, in Hornsey, North London and also moved
George Shaw’s Plumbing and Building business a
short distance away to 87 Newgate Street where
he continued to trade until 1905.

James Stenhouse Shaw died aged 85 in July 1925
and was buried in Islington.
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